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At the beginning of Mark’s Gospel, we read that Jesus went into Galilee proclaiming the good 

news. His message is summarised as “The time has come. The Kingdom of God is near. Repent and 

believe the good news.” The same simple message is reported in Matthew [Matthew 4:17], Luke 

[Luke 8:1] and John [John 3:3]. One remarkable thing to note about these reports of the preaching 

of Jesus is that he never explains what he means by the Kingdom of God – all he does is announce 

that this kingdom is drawing near. 

It is all too easy for us to assume that we know what the Kingdom of God entails, and then to read 

those assumptions into the text of the New Testament wherever it mentions the Kingdom of God (or

the Kingdom of Heaven, in Matthew’s term). But to do this would be to seriously distort what the 

Scriptures are telling us. So why is it that Jesus never explains what he means by the Kingdom of 

God, when he announces its arrival to the Jewish people of his day? Is it simply because the Jewish 

people knew what the Kingdom of God entailed, since it was explained in detail to them in the Old 

Testament? There God is spoken of as the king who rules the whole earth, and in particular, the king

who rules over Israel. 

In Psalm 24 we have the resounding declaration that “The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, 

the world, and all who live in it, for he founded it upon the seas, and established it upon the 

waters.” God’s creating acts and mighty power are the basis on which we can say with the psalmist 

that the Lord is King – he rules over that which he has made as the rightful owner. Therefore, the 

psalmist says repeatedly that God is therefore the King of glory – that is, the most glorious king 

there is, for what earthly king could claim to have anything like the majesty and the reputation of 

God the King, who made everything that exists and rules over it as the one who keeps it in being?

Psalm 29 tells us that God rules over the mighty seas and the earth. “Ascribe to the Lord, o mighty 

ones, ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name, worship 

the Lord in the splendour of his holiness.” The Lord is said to rule over the forests of great cedars 

and oaks, and the stormy weather in the mountains and the deserts. The proclamation of God’s rule 

over his creation climaxes with the declaration: “The Lord sits enthroned over the flood, the Lord is 

enthroned as King forever.” In Psalm 47 everyone is exhorted to rejoice before him. “Clap your 

hands, all you nations,” – note, not just Israel, but all nations – “shout to God with cries of joy. How

awesome is the Lord most High, the great King over all the earth.” Again it says, “God is the king 
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of all the earth, sing to him a psalm of praise. God reigns over the nations, God is seated on his 

holy throne.”

We find as early as the book of Judges [Judges 8:23] the view that it was God who would rule over 

Israel and not a man. Gideon refused the request of the Israelites to become a king to rule over 

them, as he said “I will not rule over you, nor will my son rule over you. The Lord will rule over 

you.” And then in 1 Samuel we find that the Israelites again demanded to have a king like all the 

other nations, a request acceded to by God, but only after God had said to Samuel that the Israelites 

had rejected God as their king. Israel was meant to be an example to the nations of a nation living in

righteousness under the rule of God, to show what the future kingdom of God over the whole earth 

would be like. 

Following the establishment of the kings of Israel, God chose David as the example of a righteous 

king, one who would always have descendants reigning on his throne, a prophecy fulfilled in Jesus 

who is the one from the family of David who has been made king forever. This king is spoken of in 

Daniel as ruling over a kingdom which will never end, which will subdue all other nations, under 

the image of the rock which would strike the statue of gold, silver, bronze, iron and clay, 

representing the great kingdoms to follow Nebuchadnezzar. The kingdom of God would fill the 

whole earth and last forever, replacing all other rulers and kingdoms throughout the earth. Again, in 

Psalm 47 we read that the nobles of all the nations will assemble before God seated on his holy 

throne, reigning as king over all nations and over all the earth, because, as the psalmist says, “the 

kings of the earth belong to God.” 

In Psalm 2 we read that God rules over all the nations: the one seated on his throne in heaven will 

fight against those who defy his rule, and he will appoint his Son to reign. God says that “I have 

installed my king on Zion, my holy hill.” This of course is the prophecy of the Messiah who was to 

come, the one whom God would appoint as his king, a prophecy applied to Christ in Hebrews 1.

When we pray to God, we are told to come to him who is our king. Hebrews 4:16 tells us that we 

are to approach the throne of grace, and of course a throne is where a king is seated. This king is 

both ruler and great high priest, the ruler being the one to whom we are to bring our petitions, and 

who as priest also offers these petitions to God on our behalf. In Psalm 5, the psalmist cries out to 

God: “Give ear to my words, O Lord, consider my sighing. Listen to my cry for help, my King and 

my God, for to you I pray.” The response which was expected from God was for protection from 

enemies, the ones who were working against God’s faithful servant, David, the author of this psalm.

The Lord is asked to consider the ways of the wicked and to judge them. Both providing protection 

© 2020 by Chris Gousmett  2



and executing judgement on the wicked were tasks of the king, so to ask God to perform these tasks

is to declare that he is king, a declaration repeated in Psalm 10, where again the psalmist is 

beseeching God to rise up and protect his people against their enemies. God is there declared to be 

“king for ever and ever,” the one who defends the fatherless and the oppressed, so that injustice will

end. In Psalm 97 we are told that the Lord reigns, and that “righteousness and justice are the 

foundation of his throne.” We know that the Lord is righteous because this is proclaimed by the 

heavens themselves, the heavens which God has made which proclaim his righteousness so that all 

the peoples of the earth can see his glory. [Psalm 97:1, 6] As a result of the Lord bringing justice to 

the people, Zion rejoices and the villages of Judah are made glad, so that those who are righteous 

themselves are called to celebrate the God of righteousness who has brought justice to the earth.

God is declared to be the one who saved the Israelites from Egypt and brought them to the promised

land where they would dwell in peace and safety under the Lord’s righteous rule. He was able to 

turn the sea into dry land and rescue Israel from Egypt because God “rules forever by his power” 

with the warning that “his eyes watch the nations – let not the rebellious rise up against him.” 

[Psalm 66:7] And again the God who divided the sea for Israel to cross is called “my king from of 

old, you bring salvation upon the earth, it was you who split the sea by your great power” [Psalm 

74:12-13]. God is said to “rule over the surging sea” and destroy Israel’s enemies, who are 

therefore God’s enemies [Psalm 89:9-10]. In the song of praise sung by Moses and Miriam [Exodus

15] God is said to be “majestic in power,” and as a result of rescuing his people from Pharoah’s 

army, he has won the victory and would reign for ever and ever.

Again, God is said to rule over all the earth because it was God who created the earth and all that is 

in it, and therefore he has power and authority over what he has made [Psalm 89:11, also Psalm 

95:3-5]. He therefore sits enthroned over all things [Psalm 89:14]. In Psalm 93 God is described as 

a king enthroned over all things: “The Lord reigns, he is robed in majesty, the Lord is robed in 

majesty and armed with strength... Your throne was established long ago, you are from all eternity.”

[Psalm 93:1-2] 

Because God is armed with strength and has delivered Israel from their enemies in the past, 

therefore God is called upon to save Israel once again from their enemies, who are troubling them 

grievously, because “You are my king and my God, who decrees victories for Jacob” [Psalm 44:4]. 

Israel was not a mighty nation but relatively small in comparison with other nearby nations like 

Egypt, Babylon and Assyria. They depended therefore on God to defend them against their enemies.

Without God’s mighty power to save them they would be defenceless against these great nations, or 

© 2020 by Chris Gousmett  3



against alliances of the smaller nations around them. But God rules in power, he is the one who 

could save them from all those who would do them harm. He can repeat his mighty acts of the past 

in which he delivered Israel from all its enemies, and because the same God continues to rule, he 

can exercise his power again to once more destroy the enemies of Israel.

One of the causes of trouble for Israel was the enmity of those peoples who worshipped idols. These

idols are treated with contempt by the psalmists, who compare the idols, humanly-made things, with

God, the king who rules over all things, because he has made the heavens and the earth and all that 

is in them. The idols of the other nations cannot compare in any way with the Lord [Psalm 96, 97]. 

Since then the Lord rules over all things because he is the one who has made them, the obvious 

conclusion we can draw from this then is that the idols show that they are powerless since they have

made nothing at all. The gods of the other nations are nothings, empty things, vanities, who can 

achieve nothing. They lack strength, they cannot even move themselves or see or speak. See the 

ridicule heaped on the idols in Psalm 115: “Why do the nations say, where is their God? Our God is

in heaven, he does what pleases him. But their idols are silver and gold, made by the hands of men. 

They have mouths, but cannot speak; eyes, but they cannot see; they have ears, but cannot hear; 

noses, but they cannot smell; they have hands, but cannot feel; feet, but they cannot walk; nor can 

they utter a sound with their throats.” The idols then, are powerless, incapable of doing anything at 

all, utterly inert. Similarly, Isaiah mocks the idols and those who make them, with the devastating 

point that the craftsman cuts down a tree, and from part of it he makes an idol, which he bows down

to and prays “save me for you are my god,” while he uses the rest of the wood from the tree to cook 

his dinner and keep himself warm. As Isaiah says, he feeds his heart upon ashes and is misled. 

[Isaiah 44] But the Lord is not like that: the Lord rules over all the earth, as king forever. He is not 

like the emptiness which fills the heart of those who follow after false gods of their own devising. 

He is instead a God who satisfies those who are empty and fills them with good things.

So then, we should heed the warning in Psalm 115 which follows from this catalogue of impotence 

of the idols, namely that “those who make them will be like then, and so will all who trust in them.” 

The end result of the worship of idols is that this will transform people into the image of their 

godlets, their make-believe deities will shape them to become like the lifeless things that they 

worship. Those who put their trust in the works of their own hands will change to become like that 

in which they put their trust. You can see the importance then, which is placed on the proper 

worship of God in the Scriptures, since we who are Christ’s are called to be transformed to become 

like Christ. If we are not careful to worship God and his chosen saviour in Christ as revealed to us 

in Scripture, giving him due glory and honour, then we will end up worshipping what we imagine 
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God to be like, and we will then be changed to be like the god of our imaginations. Take heed then 

to ensure that the worship you bring to God is indeed worship that is worthy of God and has the 

power, honour and majesty of God as its centre and purpose. We should imitate the Psalmist when 

he says “I will exalt you, my God the king, I will praise your name for ever and ever... All you have 

made will praise you O Lord, the saints will extol you. They will tell of the glory of your kingdom 

and speak of your might so that all men may know of your mighty acts, and the glorious splendour 

of your kingdom. Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and your dominion endures through all 

generations.” [Psalm 145:1, 10-13]. What is the glory of God’s kingly rule? The psalmist says that 

it is because God is faithful to all his promises, loving towards all he has made – that is, absolutely 

everything without exception. God lifts up those who fall, he provides everyone with food, he is 

righteous and loving to all, he saves those who call out to him, but will destroy the wicked. [Psalm 

145:13-21] Is this the centre of your worship? It should be. As it says in Psalm 149: “Let Israel 

rejoice in their maker, let the people of Zion be glad in their king. Let them praise his name with 

dancing and make music to him with tambourine and harp.” [Psalm 149:2-3]

However, those who worship idols will be ashamed before the Lord when they see the comparison 

between their worthless gods, and the magnificence and majesty of the God of Israel who rules as 

king over all that he has made, that is, absolutely everything that exists [Psalm 98]. The psalmist 

says in Psalm 99, “The Lord reigns, let the nations tremble. He sits enthroned between the 

cherubim... The king is mighty, he loves justice.” The idols will be destroyed along with all who 

worship them, for the Lord alone is entitled to rule and to receive worship and praise from all 

peoples. Psalm 103 says “The Lord has established his throne in heaven, and his kingdom rules 

over all.” [Psalm 103:19] He calls everyone, then, to worship him as their rightful ruler and king. 

There is nobody who lies outside the rule of God; everyone is subject to him and called to obey and 

praise him in all that they do. Those who are not obedient to their rightful king will then have to 

face his judgement when he comes to judge the earth. 

Let us then seek to ensure that when he comes in majesty to be seated on his throne and judge all 

the nations arranged before him that we will hear the commendation, “well done, good and faithful 

servants.” God is entitled to judge those who do not acknowledge him as their Lord and the King, 

since all things belong to God who made them for himself, and everyone is called to obedience and 

worship of their rightful king. When we bring the gospel to those who do not follow Christ, we are 

not asking them to do something foreign to them or out of character, since all people are created by 

God and are in relationship to him as their creator and rightful king. No, what we are doing is 

calling them to acknowledge their king and to follow him instead of going their own ways in 
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rebellion against their king. If they heed the message and turn from their own ways in repentance, 

they are not coming to God for the first time to have a relationship with him. They are in fact 

seeking a restoration of a relationship which already exists because everyone is God’s creature, but 

their relationship has been marred by their sin and disobedience and persistent rejection of their 

rightful king. God is not seeking to rule over something he has not made, but is calling all those 

whom he has made to return to a right relationship with God – to put their existing broken 

relationship to rights. That is why, then, God will judge those who do not repent and return to him, 

since he has the right to obedience, service and worship, as he has made all things and will call all 

things to account on the great day of judgement still to come. We should then be calling everyone to

hear and receive the offer of forgiveness of sins and new life through Christ and the Holy Spirit, so 

that in that day of judgement, they too will hear the commendation, “well done, good and faithful 

servants.”

We should take to heart, then, the wonderful affirmation of Isaiah, “How beautiful on the mountains

are the feet of those who bring good news, who proclaim peace, who bring good tidings, who 

proclaim salvation, who say to Zion, your God reigns!” [Isaiah 52:7] While this applies to all of us 

today, that we should be bringing good news to others, and proclaim “God reigns,” it was gloriously

fulfilled in Christ, who came bringing good news, proclaiming peace and salvation, by saying to all 

who would listen “Your God reigns!” 

We can see, then, that when Jesus began to preach “Repent, for the Kingdom of God is near,” he did

not need to explain to the people of Israel that there was a kingdom and that God was king. That 

was already well and truly known by them. What Jesus was saying to them was, that kingdom you 

know about from the Law, the Psalms and the prophets, that kingdom of justice, that kingdom 

which will bring peace and safety from your enemies, that kingdom by which all idols will be 

exposed as empty nothings, that kingdom where God will reign in righteousness, that kingdom 

which you have long expected, is now drawing near. Repent, therefore and receive this good news, 

so that when it is revealed in its full glory, you will be ready for it.

The message which Jesus brought spoke of the coming near of the kingdom of God. This is of 

course because the king himself was near, and the time was coming when that king would receive 

the full power and authority over the kingdom. Jesus is the one who would be enthroned by God in 

his glory after he had won redemption for all things, the whole of creation, through his life, death, 

resurrection and ascension into heaven where he took his place at God’s right hand. God rules over 

all things that he has made, and he can give the right to rule over all things to whomever he wills. 
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He showed his approval of Jesus in granting him all authority in heaven and on earth. When Jesus 

ascended to heaven forty days after his resurrection, he was clothed in glory and seated on his 

throne. We tend not to pay much attention to the Ascension, but it is a vitally important part of the 

story of our redemption. It is the time when Christ finally received his full authority as king and 

commenced his reign over all the earth. It is the time when Jesus truly became the “king of glory” 

spoken of in Psalm 24. In that Psalm, it speaks of the earth as the Lord’s, and everything in it, 

because it is God who made it all. Who will ascend the hill of the Lord? He who has clean hands 

and a pure heart – that is, Jesus himself, God’s spotless lamb. Such a one will receive vindication 

from God, vindication which Christ received when he was raised from the dead, breaking once and 

for all the power of death and sin. The cry goes out in the Psalm, “Lift up your heads, o you gates, 

be lifted up, you ancient doors, that the king of glory may come in. Who is this king of glory? The 

Lord, strong and mighty in battle. Who is this king of glory? The Lord almighty, he is the king of 

glory.”  Jesus is the lord, the king of glory, who reigns over the whole creation, a creation which he 

made and holds together from moment to moment.

Now that the king has been enthroned, now that he has been entrusted with all authority, the work of

the kingdom is well and truly under way. As a result of the King winning his throne and being given

all authority, his disciples were sent out to preach this good news to everyone, teaching them to 

obey everything that the King has commanded, that is, that the king had arrived and was exercising 

his authority, an authority which extends over the whole earth and everything in it. We too are 

called to receive and proclaim this good news. The kingdom of God is near. Are you ready?
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