
Daniel’s Advent

Until the Messiah, the Prince, comes, there will be seven “sevens” and sixty-two “sevens.” 

Daniel 9:25

Daniel was still a young prince in Jerusalem when the whole House of David went into heavy 
mourning because of the tragic death of king Josiah.

Shortly after that there came a new blow: Joahaz, the successor to Josiah, was led away to Egypt, 
never again to return. 

Some years later the babylonians descended on Jerusalem, plundering the temple and taking away 
the princes, Daniel among them.

Where now was God’s promise for the house of David?

It went with the house of David to the end.

This could be seen very concretely in Daniel’s life. This son of David went to the land of the enemy,
despite the glorious promises of God’s covenant, despite the promise that the throne of David would
be eternal and that a prince from David’s blood would rule from sea to sea and from the River to the
ends of the earth.

Here the ruin of David’s line was concrete in the branch of Daniel, since he died in a foreign land 
and never saw the restoration of the royal house.

Now some years later the last king of David’s house came to Babylon as a traitor, burdened with 
copper chains and walking with eyes put out – and that was the last king.

Then Daniel was held in high honour in the court of Babylon: leader of the wise men and advisor to 
the mightiest king in the world.

But why was it that Jerusalem lay in ruins and that God’s promises seemed to have failed? How did 
that splendid court of Babylon compare with the glory of God’s covenant with Israel?

The oath of the covenant had struck that people, the Old Testament church, because the provocation
with which Israel had provoked its God for many years despite the warnings through the prophets.

Daniel had otherwise no complaints for himself. He had power under Nebuchadnezzar and he was 
also eventually highly honoured by the frivolous Belshazzar. He received new honour with Darius 
the Mede, who siezed control of Babylon when the Medes and Persians overpowered the 
Babylonian monarchy. He was the foremost of the three administrators who had oversight over the 
one hundred and twenty satraps. He found the favour of the king so much that the king could not 
sleep and sought for no entertainment when Daniel was thrown into the den of lions through the 
cunning of the princes.

Daniel could also taste the satisfaction that the God whom he honoured constantly, the God of his 
ancestor David, was highly respected by Nebuchadnezzar and Darius. Many laws and edicts of 
these rulers bore the marks of that.

Yes, Daniel had every reason to feel satisfied.

He was himself honoured, as highly as someone on earth at that time could receive honour. 
Sumptuous palaces and power over princes, servants and horses, gold and precious stones, as many 
as he wanted. Books and official information were arranged before him at his disposal. And thereby 

1
Translation by Chris Gousmett © 2019.



his religion was tolerated, his faithfulness was famous, his authority was respected, his advice was 
highly prized in the issues of statesmanship.

Had this son of David ever ascended the throne of his forefather David in Jerusalem, then he would 
not have enjoyed one tenth of the power and honour and respect and riches which he now 
possessed. And in place of the honour for his God among the heathen, he had stood antithetically 
against the heathen as the king of Israel over against the other nations. He would then had had to 
exchange the “universal” place of that time for a “special” theocratic position. 

How had it come about that he had become highly contented and that he had thanked God for His 
wonderful ordinance that now everything had turned out for the best?

But if we now read Daniel 9 then we see something completely different. Then we see this dignitary
lying flat on his face and confessing the guilt of his people – and then we hear him imploring for 
God to turn again to His people. Then we hear him cry out: O Lord, incline your ear and hear me. O
Lord, open your eyes and see our destruction... see the city which is destroyed along with your 
sanctuary... for they are called by your Name. Turn your face to your city, for Jerusalem and your 
people have become a scorn for all those around.

This Jewish prince prayed in this way for the Jews and for their city, not out of racial superiority or 
out of vindictive pride, but “for the sake of the Lord.”

Did the honour of God’s Name then depend on the Jews of flesh and blood? On the Jewish men 
with beards? On the Jewish women with dark eyes and black locks of hair?

God’s honour? On these people in Babylon?

God’s honour? On the city which then lay in ruins miles away?

Daniel saw it in this way.

And in heaven, before God’s thronem this was also discussed.

Daniel was still praying when in the late afternoon the Archangel Gabriel came flying swiftly from 
God’s throne to speak with Daniel about these matters.

And Gabriel said: Already at the beginning of your petitions I had received the command and I have
come to speak to you about them, for you are a very beloved man with God. You are highly 
esteemed, you are a special favourite to Him.

Daniel had read in the prophecies of Jeremiah that the exile would last for seventy years. These 
were now virtually fulfilled and therefore he was praying because the Word of God gave him hope. 
He pleaded for the promises of the Covenant for the remnant of God’s people.

And now Gabriel came to communicate to him that he had prayed entirely in keeping with God’s 
intention. God wishes to be prayed to concerning His grace towards His people.

Hence the Jewish people were to return in groups under Zerubbabel and Ezra and Jerusalem would 
be rebuilt. According to the prophet there would again be children playing in the streets of the city 
of the Lord, and old men will walk there.

God will not abandon these people of flesh and blood, His people, His church.

And yet Daniel does not get to hear of that most obvious point.
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God did not speak to him of “church history” as such, which most certainly is bound up with God’s 
honour. But God pointed out to him the Prince Messiah. For in this Prince Messiah, in this son of 
David, as far as the flesh is concerned, in this Christ as head of the church, lies all the promises and 
all grace and all the favour of God and all blessings for “body and soul” (that is, for the whole 
person) given in the community of the church with her Head. Without Prince Messiah the revival of 
Israel and the rebuilding of Jerusalem is nothing. It would be only one of the subjugated peoples 
regaining its independence, and nothing more. 

But with Prince Messiah who will come to sit on the throne of David (and who still reigns on the 
throne of David in heaven) – with this Prince Messiah the whole of church history is given and 
secured.

Therefore Daniel, the praying Jew, state advisor, favourite of Persian rulers, obtained this Advent 
message from Gabriel; and it has happened in this way.

The restoration of the church – which was formed here on earth by people of flesh and blood – and 
is oppressed and in need because of sin – the restoration of the church is secured only in her Head, 
“in Christ,” who now has long since come.

And “in Him” this church is then totally assured of the favour of God and of His friendly face 
towards His people.

A Janse.
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