
Looking for the Kingdom Coming

What do we learn of Christ and the Christian life from the Old Testament? We often

see copies of the New Testament distributed separately, or perhaps with the Psalms

and Proverbs attached. This I believe is unwise, since it aggravates the conception that

we can dispense with the Old Testament. We should probably not even call it the Old

Testament, since that in itself implies that it is somehow redundant. Some have taken

to calling the parts of the Bible the First and Second Testaments. While that is an

improvement, it still implies that there were only two covenants or testaments made

between  God and  his  people,  and  of  course  that  is  not  true.  We read  of  several

covenants  made by God,  for  instance the  covenant  with Noah,  the  covenant  with

Abraham, the covenant with Israel at Sinai, the renewal of this covenant under Joshua,

and the promise in Jeremiah of the new covenant to be written on our hearts. The New

Testament is  not a  replacement  of the Old Testament,  a new covenant  which is  a

substitute for the old covenant, but a fulfillment, a completion, a climax of all that the

Old Testament taught. Our faith did not spring into being with Jesus, but comes from

the Old Testament believers, passed on through many generations, from Abraham and

his descendants, down through the ages until the coming of Christ.

We cannot therefore explain our faith simply as something that comes from the New

Testament.  To do that  is  to  fall  into  the  trap  of  the  early  heresy  of  Marcionism.

Marcion found the Old Testament rather difficult to cope with, and so he rejected it in

its entirety, as well as large portions of the New Testament that simply seemed too

close  to  the  Old  Testament  in  spirit.  We  can  become  too  distant  from  the  Old

Testament and thereby lose touch with where we come from spiritually. 

The teaching of Jesus to the disciples was done not from the New Testament, which of

course had not yet been written, but from the Old Testament. Jesus had earlier taught

them much about what the Kingdom of God meant, and now he continued teaching

them on this same subject. Thus we read that Jesus spoke of what the Scriptures said

concerning himself. 
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What was it that Jesus taught on these occasions between the resurrection and his

ascension into heave? It is not recorded for us, but we can surmise from what the

disciples were told to do that this is what the teaching of Jesus required of them. What

did Jesus tell them to do? to go into all the world, making disciples from every nation,

baptising  them  and  teaching  them  to  obey  everything  Jesus  has  commanded.

Following the day of Pentecost this is what they did. And what does it mean for us

now? If we claim to be followers of Jesus, if we claim to hold to the teaching of the

Apostles, if we wish to be truly part of the Kingdom of God, then the results will be

obvious: we will obey everything that Jesus has commanded us to do.

To obey Jesus in everything means to acknowledge no other Master, no other Lord, no

other King, than Jesus alone. It means that no matter what situation we find ourselves

in in life, no matter who we are, no matter what our status or lack of it, no matter what

our wealth and resources, or lack of it, we are all commanded, every one of us, to be

obedient servants of the True King, Jesus the Christ. It is not possible to enter the

kingdom of God if we do not acknowledge the King. It is not possible to be a disciple

if we are not willing to be disciplined by the master. It is not possible to be a Christian

if we are not willing to belong totally, completely and absolutely to Christ. That is

what it means to enter the Kingdom of God; that is what it means to be a disciple, that

is what it means to be a Christian: to submit completely to the will of another.

In the New Testament,  Christians are often described as the slaves of Christ.  The

apostles referred to themselves in this way. Our modern translations often soften that

to the “servants” of Christ, but it is not a wage-earning position, from which we can

relax and do other things after the day’s work is finished. A slave’s work is never

done, there are no times when a slave is not a slave, there is no escape from being in

bondage to another. And Christians are bound to Christ. Therefore, to be a Christian is

to  be enslaved.  We are not  free to  live as we choose;  we are not  free to  believe

whatever we like,  we are not free to make our own decisions in life,  because we

belong to Christ, and he has full authority over us in every respect. We can only be

truly free when we are following the way which Christ points out to us, the way of

sacrificial love, of self-giving, of caring for others, and for the environment in which

we live. We are called to be the light of the world, to show forth in the darkness of our
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society what it means to live according to the light of Christ. His light is to shine out

through us so that all may see it.

Wherever we do this, wherever the light of Christ is seen, wherever the Word of God

is obeyed, wherever the love of God is shown in people’s lives, there we find the

Kingdom of God. It  is  not some mysterious,  unknown, unseen thing but a reality

when it comes to expression amongst us. When we live in submission to the King of

Kings, and obey his rule for our lives, then we are manifesting the Kingdom of God. 
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