
Creation waits!

One of the many problems we see in the world today is the loss of a sense of purpose 

and direction in life. Many people seem to think that living for the moment, making 

the most of the opportunities that come our way, experiencing all that we can of life, 

is the way to find fulfilment and satisfaction. And particularly among young people 

we find extreme risk-taking, experimentation with sex, drugs, extreme sports, and 

many other such activities. But underneath and through much of this activity is an 

apparent loss of any sense of purpose or significance in life. And this is I believe at 

the root cause of the problem of youth suicide - loss of a sense of purpose in life. 

The Christian faith, I believe, offers the sense of purpose and direction which is 

lacking, but this sense of purpose and direction is not that evident even among those 

who do believe. And young people in the churches are no more immune from risk-

taking, involvement in various forms of experimentation, and seeking a sense of 

purpose, than those outside the church. But if we were to ask, what is the point of 

being a Christian, would the answers we have to offer be of any help in this situation? 

In many instance, I believe they would not, not because the Christian gospel does not 

provide answers, but because we as Christians often either do not know the answers 

we should offer, or else we do not carefully listen to the question being asked. When I

was much younger, evangelism tended to focus on convincing people that God existed

and that they needed to deal with their sin. These days, the questions are more likely 

to revolve around the best way to experience God, and the forms of spirituality that 

are most likely to bear fruit. So we need to be sure that the questions we are asked are 

given the appropriate answers. 

In this context, then, to answer the question, what is the point of being a Christian, 

runs the risk of offering only another form of experiencing God, another form of 

spirituality, another option in the smorgasbord of religion that surrounds us in forms 

we could never have imagined twenty or thirty years ago. As Christians, then, we 

need to be careful that the answers we give are not simply another option among 

many, but address the deepest needs of people today. 
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So then, to answer the question, what is the point of being a Christian, we need to 

press behind that and ask a question, which is being asked at a deeper and more 

fundamental level in many ways that we are often not aware of. That question is, what

is the point of being a human being? In other words, what is the point of  being alive? 

Why are we even here in the first place, and does it even matter? When you have 

young people grappling with questions like these, and being offered a smorgasbord of 

spirituality, a rampant commercial exploitation of their desires and concerns, and a 

cynical attitude from politicians and leaders in society which focuses more on their 

own benefits than the benefits of society as a whole, it is no wonder we have a 

problem of youth suicide, let alone loss of purpose, direction, community belonging, 

and all the other ailments we see around us.

To answer the question, as we must, as to what is the point of being a human being, of

being alive, of even being here, we must turn to the beginning, the start of the long 

story of human life, in Genesis 1. Listen then as we read the Word of God. I have 

made a fresh translation trying to avoid the usual terminology so we can as it were 

hear the passage again.

Genesis 1

1. To start with, God brought into being the heavens and the earth.

2. However, the earth was uninhabitable and empty, and it was totally dark all over 

the surface of the water covering the earth, but the Spirit of God was swooping

over the water.

3. Then God said, Light, be! And the light was.

4. And God looked on the light as something good, so he separated the light from the

darkness.

5. God called the light “day,” and he called the darkness “night,” so then there was 

evening, followed by morning, one day.

6. Then God said, Let there be a boundary for the water to distinguish one lot of 

water from another.

7. So God made a boundary for the water to mark off the water which was below 

from the water which was above. So it happened.
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8. God called the boundary “heaven,” and then there was evening, followed by 

morning, a second day.

9. Then God said, The water under the heaven should all be in one place, so there 

can be some dry land. So it happened.

10. Then God called the dry land “earth,” and the enormous pool of water he called 

the “seas,” and God looked on this as good. 

11. Then God said, Green things with seeds in them should sprout from the earth, and 

there should be trees of different types all over the earth with fruit on them, 

with seeds in the fruit. So it happened.

12. Out of the ground came all the green things, with seeds in them, and trees of 

different types making fruit which had seeds in it, and God looked on this as 

good.

13. There was evening, followed by morning, a third day.

14. Then God said, There should be lights in the bounds of heaven, to mark off day 

from night, and they can be signs of seasons and days and years,  

15. and they can be lights in the bounds of heaven, to shine on the earth. And so it 

happened, 

16. as God made two lights, a great big one to light up the day, and a small one to 

shine at night, as well as making the stars.

17. Then God put them in the bounds of heaven to shine down on the earth,

18. to guide the day and the night, and to mark off light from dark. And God looked 

on this as good.

19. So there was evening, followed by morning, a fourth day.

20. Then God said, The water should swarm with living, breathing swarming things, 

and birds should fly about over the earth up against the bounds of heaven.  

21. So God brought into being enormous creatures and all living things of different 

types which move about swarming through the water, and all the winged birds 

of different types, and God looked on this as good.

22. Then God gave his approval to them when he said, “Reproduce and increase and 

fill the waters of the seas, and birds, multiply on the earth.”

23. So there was evening, followed by morning, a fifth day.

24. Then God said, The earth should produce living things of different types, animals 

and creeping things and wild animals of different types. And so it happened, 
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25. as God made wild animals of different types, and the domestic animals of 

different types, and all the things of different types creeping along the ground. 

And God looked on this as good.

26. Then God said, We should make people to represent us, as our reflection, to guide 

the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and the animals and all the earth and 

all creeping things creeping on the ground.

27. So God brought into being people as his representative, originating them as 

representing God; as male and as female God brought them into being.

28. So God gave his approval to them when he said to them, “Reproduce and multiply

and populate the earth and govern it, guiding the fish of the sea and the birds 

of the air and all living things creeping over the ground.

29. And God said, Look, I give to you all plants bearing seed which are on the face of 

all the earth, and the fruit of all the trees which bear seeds in their fruit, will be

food for you.  

30. And to all the living things on the earth and to all the birds of the air and to all the 

creeping things on the earth, everything which has the breath of life in it, all 

the green plants will be food for them.

31. And God looked on all that he had made and indeed it was very good. Then there 

was evening, followed by morning, a sixth day.

Genesis 2

1. So the heavens and the earth and all their multitudes were completed.

2. God completed by the seventh day everything he had made, and so he rested in the

seventh day from his work of making things.

3. So God gave his approval to the seventh day, and declared the seventh day special 

for himself, because on that day he ceased from all his activity through which 

God brought all these things into existence. 

4. This is the back-story of the heavens and the earth, when they were created on the 

day when Yahweh God made the earth and the heavens.
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In this passage from Genesis, we notice a number of things if we look carefully not 

just at what is said, but the order and the structure in which they are said. For Genesis 

1 is not just a straight narrative, it is a narrative with a definite structure, that can be 

examined and used to deepen our understanding of this text. And as we look at that 

structure, we need to consider some of the themes that are prominent in the passage. 

Those themes are: 

· separation and distinction

· formation of habitats 

· emptiness and filling 

· expanding and developing

· representing and reflecting

· blessing and provision

The first of the themes we find in Genesis 1 is separation and distinction between 

things that are different. The first and most significant separation and distinction is 

that between God and the creation. All that is not God is created, all that is not created

is God. There is nothing in common between them; no shared qualities, no shared 

nature, no common origin or controlling forces. There is a clear and distinct boundary 

between God and the creation, that can never be breached. Any merging or blending 

of God and creation produces idolatry - creatures are then seen as possessing divine 

power or qualities, or God (the gods) are seen as possessing creaturely frailness and 

qualities. Human beings especially are not partly divine, do not possess a “spark” of 

the divine, and are wholly creaturely and will always remain so. To have Christ 

indwelling by the power of the Spirit of God does not change our creatureliness or 

make us in any way partly divine, and for Christ to take on humanity and live as one 

of us does not violate this principle. His humanity was real creaturely humanity, while

he remained fully divine as the eternal Son of God. That God took on humanity did 

not cause a blending of the creaturely and the divine, as these remained and still 

remain distinct - Christ was and is still fully human, even though he is the 

embodiment of the Son of God. We will have to look at this some other time, as this 

takes us too far from our main themes.
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The distinction between creatures and Creator is most evident in the fact that all 

creatures of whatever kind have their origin in the creative act of God. Creatureliness 

means to be brought into being and to be fully and completely dependent on the 

Creator. As we see from Genesis 1, all things came into being in obedience to God’s 

command, and for them to continue to have being they must continue to be dependent 

on the Creator, and still need to be obedient to God’s command. That human beings 

have found a way to disobey God’s commands does not lessen their dependence on 

God, no matter how much they deny it.

The Creator, in contrast, is not dependent on, or subject to, anything at else at all. He 

is not subject to any laws, or forces, or powers outside himself. There is nothing 

whatever that can constrain or limit God, as all that exists, all laws, all powers, all 

beings of any kind, are brought into being by God and are dependent on him 

continually. There is nothing whatsoever that is not God that was not created by God. 

So the first theme we encounter in Genesis 1 is the radical distinction between God 

and the creation. To start with, there was only God, and it was only after he 

commenced his work of creation that anything else at all came into being. There are 

other aspects of the theme of separation and distinction that we will encounter in the 

text, and will become apparent as we come to them.

The second theme is that of formation of habitats. The world when it was first formed 

was uninhabitable. This is the meaning of the term often translated as “without form” 

or “shapeless” or similar terms. But when we examine both the structure of Genesis 1,

and the use of the Hebrew term in other passages, it becomes apparent that it is not 

something “shapeless” or “formless” that God has made, as he never makes shapeless 

things but always things with definite form and nature. The term means 

“uninhabitable,” which is not a negative expression, but simply a description of the 

state of the world at that particular stage in the narrative of events. The rest of Genesis

1 is built around the theme of making the world habitable for living things, to be 

precise: it is the preparation of the world as a home for living creatures. And this is an 

important point for us to bear in mind: this world is our home, it was created for us to 

be our home, and it was given to us as a home. We should learn then to be at home in 

the world that God has made, because this is where he intended us to be. And not only
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that, it is a home for many other living things that God has made. It is their home too, 

and we must learn to share it with them. God created a huge variety of habitats as part 

of making the world habitable. 

Destruction of natural habitats is then an unmaking of God’s world, a reversal of his 

work, and an anti-God activity. Extinction of species as a result of human activity 

reduces the diversity of creation, which God created to fill the earth. Extinction is 

emptying, either through direct killing of creatures or by destruction of habitat 

(making earth uninhabitable again) in contrast to God’s work of making it habitable. 

It is a paradox that New Agers and nature-worshipping Greenies have more concern 

for the earth, given their pagan and mistaken perspective on the world, than many 

Christians, who claim to worship the God who made it all for his own glory. How can

we claim to worship and serve God while trashing the planet he carefully made? Is 

that credible? God will not sit idly by while the creatures and the habitats of the world

which he has made are destroyed. He has called us to care for this earth, as we will see

later, and we must care for it.

The third theme is that of emptiness and filling. The earth was originally 

uninhabitable when it was first formed by God, so he set about making it a habitable 

place. It is interesting to see throughout the Scriptures the image of God’s work of 

creation, and the finished result, in terms of a massive building project. Architectural 

and domestic imagery abounds - for instance, the world has foundations, pillars, 

windows, and storehouses, and the heavens above are compared to a tent or a canopy 

stretched out over us. Thus God’s preparation of the earth as a habitation for living 

things is not an idle fancy, it is borne out by many passages of Scripture. And within 

this great habitation for living things, there are many diverse and specialised habitats 

prepared for different kinds of creatures. These habitats were still empty, so then he 

set about filling them with living things and other creatures to take their place in these

habitats. That which is empty is filled, and not only filled, but the creatures filling 

them are given a command to carry on filling. The uninhabited earth was filled with 

inhabitants, and the inhabitants themselves were told to continue on to fill the earth 

and the waters and air around it. God is not interested in paucity and scarcity - God is 

a God of fullness and wants to see the world teeming with life. In this connection, we 

also see filling in conjunction with separation and distinction. God did not make a few
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different types of creatures, he made myriads of different types. And the distinctions 

(and separations) between those myriads of different types of creatures are 

demonstrated in their separate acts of originating: plants and trees, water creatures, 

fish, birds, wild animals, livestock, insects, and human beings: all are distinct and 

separate, to show that the diversity and variety of creatures in God’s creation is 

intended, and desired. God’s intention is that the world will be full of a huge diversity 

of different kinds of creatures, because his creative imagination cannot be exhausted 

in a few basic varieties of animals, fish, birds, insects and plants. We serve a God of 

variety, who has infinite imagination and inventiveness, who has brought into being 

such a huge diversity of different types of creatures that we will probably never 

discover each and every last one, with all the sub-types and variations so many of 

them have. And again, those who worship the God who made all these things should 

be ashamed if they lack interest in protecting, preserving and maintaining the richness

and diversity of creation, not just for the potential use they may have for us, but for 

their own sake. These many creatures were created to show the richness and variety of

the power of God; who are we then to either allow or actively seek the extinction of 

any one of them?

The fourth theme is that of expanding and developing. God’s creation is not static: it 

is teeming with possibilities, with life, with variety and diversity. The possibilities he 

has placed in creation are there to be explored and discovered by us, and put to a 

variety of uses and purposes. The creation was not meant to stay the way it was when 

God finished it. He made it so rich in possibilities that it was almost inevitable that 

these possibilities come into fruition. One of the themes in the Scriptures is that 

idolatry suppresses and confines the creation by fixing it and seeking to keep it the 

way it is. The creation will develop and expand unless we by our sinfulness prevent it 

from doing so. God’s Spirit is still at work within the creation, seeking to unfold it 

and develop it to bring all the possibilities placed within it by God into fruition. This 

is the great work of God which we can participate in, or else we can be carried along 

by it without really knowing what is going on, or worse, actively seek to stop it and 

suppress it. 

God’s work of creation was not simply to bring actual creatures into being, such as 

the specific birds, trees, insects, fish and animals. He made all the possibilities for all 
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things, regardless of what they are. This includes such things as music, art, fashion, 

politics, science, mathematics, cooking, gardening, motor vehicles, computers, cell 

phones, novels, sports, in fact anything at all that you can think of. It only exists, it is 

only possible for us to be active in doing these things, because God has created the 

possibilities for them within the creation that he has made. We cannot create, in the 

sense of bringing into being what did not already exist. Our work of creation is 

limited to exploring, discovering, and fashioning the possibilities that God has created

in his world. These things that we can discover and invent using the possibilities in 

creation are not to be considered as potential within the creation, as that assumes that 

they already exist in some form waiting for us to identify and locate them, and bring 

them to fruition. No, they are there as genuine possibilities - that is, we have the 

opportunity to bring about genuinely new things that are not simply waiting for us to 

stumble across and use, but by us bringing about things that would not exist if we did 

not engage in exploring the possibilities and making something of them. I believe that

God himself is waiting to see what we can and will do with all the possibilities and 

opportunities with which he has enriched the world, and that there is no pre-

determined way in which things will be developed and used by us. We are free agents,

able to make what we will of the world God has placed us in. 

But this then brings us to the fifth theme in this passage: representing and reflecting. 

The creation itself reflects God - we can see his character and his personality in the 

things he has made. Who can not look at some of the animals and insects and not 

consider that God has both a sense of order, of beauty, of charm, of humour and wit, 

when we see what he has brought into being. As Paul says in Romans 1, the creation 

reveals the power and divine nature of God, but we must be careful not to see more 

than that in the creation - Paul does not say we can learn everything, or even a lot 

about God, from the creation, but we certainly can learn something, especially when 

guided by the Scriptures. What Paul says here is limited to what can be known of God

without the Scriptures, and that is merely the power and divine nature of the God who

brought creation into being, not even who he is but only something about what he is 

like. However, to those who do know God and have learned about him from the 

Scriptures, it is evident that the God whom we know and worship is reflected in what 

he has made.
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And this then brings us to the climax of Genesis 1. God decided after preparing the 

various habitats, and filling them with all kinds of animals and plants, to create his 

own personal representative. Human beings were the final work of God, and as such 

are the pinnacle of his achievement and reflection - imaging God and representing 

him within creation to the creation. In the ancient East the various kings and rulers put

statues of themselves around their domains to remind the people who it was who 

governed them and who would hold them accountable if they broke his laws. God 

himself, as king and ruler over all creation, as done the same. He has placed images of

himself throughout the creation as reminders of who he is and the laws that he has put 

in place. We are those images! What greater task and responsibility can there be than

to be the representatives, the ambassadors, the delegates, of God himself. This is the 

reason why Israel was commanded never to make an image or likeness of God of any 

kind - there could be only one image, and that was the one God had already made for 

himself - human beings. 

What is our task and role then, as images of God? This is spelled out further, when it 

states that we are to be his reflection. Just as a mirror reflects the one standing in front

of it, when we stand before God and behold him in his glory, we reflect God to the 

rest of creation as we are changed through faith in Christ to be like him. Our task then 

is to be God’s representatives within the creation, to serve and care for all the 

creatures he has made on his behalf. In verses 26-28 we read that God gave human 

beings the commission to care for the earth, to rule over it, to guide it, to guard it, and 

to protect and nurture the creatures within it. This great commission has never been 

revoked, and it is given to all human beings alike. That is because to be the caretakers 

of the creation, as God’s representatives and his reflection, is not something that we 

may or may not decide to do. No, it is not an option that we can take up if we like. To 

be the caretakers of the creation is what we are. What does it mean to be human? It is

to be the representative of God, created for the purpose of caring for the creation he 

has made. What does it mean to be a Christian? It is to be the representative of God as

God wishes himself to be represented - in holiness, in righteousness, in justice, in 

compassion; and to be created for the purpose of caring for the creation he has made 

as he has commanded us to care for it on his behalf. To be a Christian is not to be 

different from other human beings; it is not to have a different task in life to other 

human beings. No, it is to have recognised why we are here, and what we are called to
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do, and how we are called to carry that commission out, and to thereby perform that 

task in faith, in obedience, and in love towards God. 

Those who do not acknowledge God, turning away from him in rebellion and 

unbelief, still carry out the task of caring for the creation, for that is what they are 

created as and that cannot be changed regardless of the depth and persistence of their 

rebellion. But instead of caring for the creation as they should, as the stewards of God,

accountable to him for all that they do with the things he has made, those who are in 

rebellion against God, having charge of the creation still, exploit the creation for their 

own ends; consume more than their fair share of the resources it provides; tolerate or 

even endorse the destruction of habitats and the extinction of living things; and treat 

the creation as either something to be despised as it is beneath us and distinct and 

separate from us, or else worship it and treat it as something above us and having 

power over us. Idolatry, then, is turning away from the God we were called to serve; 

denying our own beings as his appointed representatives and stewards; and using the 

creation for their own ends, and in so doing seeking to find within the creation the 

significance and meaning for our lives that can in reality come only from God.

This then brings us back to the point I made at the beginning. How can we point those

around us to significance and meaning in life, to replace the emptiness and despair 

they experience when confronting the hollow promises of New Age spirituality, 

rampant commercialism, narcissism and self-absorption, and all the other 

misdirections our society is taking? By calling them back to who they are and what 

they have been given to do: to represent God as he would wish to be represented, and 

to care for the creation as God’s stewards, exploring, discovering, developing and 

unfolding all its rich possibilities in whatever way we can, to show forth the glory of 

the God who made all these things possible. What more fulfilling or more satisfying 

life can be had than this! We too were called to multiply and increase, to fill the earth 

with all the rich diversity and variety of human beings, so that all the many 

possibilities that the creation holds have every chance of being brought to fruition 

through our efforts. None of us can do this alone, and so God created us as a great 

community of people to share in this task together, and in so doing support, encourage

and enable each other to become the best we can be at whatever part of the task we 
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have in caring for the whole of the creation. And the blessing God gave us is more 

than we need to be able to carry out this work.

So then, having made the people to care for the creation, as the climax of his working,

God took his rest, and pronounced all that he had made very good, and granted his 

blessing to it; promising that the creation would always be cared for and provided for, 

looked after and guided in the way it should be. For after all, had he not made human 

beings for this purpose, and entrusted his world to them in full confidence that they 

would carry out his wishes? What more could God have done that he had not done? 

Unfortunately, as we all know, it did not go according to plan. So where did the fault 

lie? With us, turning away from God and deciding to go our own way. And so in 

response God had to initiate a plan to bring redemption to bear, to recover the creation

from the hands of its rebellious stewards and to bring them back to their 

responsibilities before him. And this God is doing, with every intention that even in 

and through these rebellious people, his glory is being revealed and the possibilities of

creation are being explored and developed, even though he is not given credit, nor is 

he acknowledged or respected in the way we carry out this task. 

In conclusion, we have seen that the earth was prepared as a habitation suitable for us 

and for other living things. The earth we now see is changed from what God 

originally created, as a result of human sin and rebellion against God. The earth will 

not stay like this, and the way of redemption for all God’s creatures (not just human 

beings) has been provided in Christ. But considering how and why this came about 

the way it did, and what God is doing about it, will have to wait for another day.
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