
Fascination with Angels

Psalm 18:1-20, Colossians 2:13-23, Matthew 10:32-42

Wherever you go shopping these days, it is quite likely you will see many items pandering to 

the  current  fascination  with  angels.  It  is  rather  extraordinary  that  while  Christians  are 

frequently ridiculed for believing in such events as the virgin birth of Christ, his resurrection 

and his divinity,  many people find it  quite easy to believe that angels are everywhere and 

actively involved in their lives. This is yet one more example of the rule of faith spelled out by 

G K Chesterton, “when people stop believing in God, they do not believe in nothing, rather 

they believe in anything.” Many of those who profess to believe in angels would deny any 

Christian faith. It may seem odd to you that people who do not believe in God still believe in  

angels. But this is not as odd as it may seem. Belief in angels is not something specifically 

Christian,  indeed  it  is  more  widespread  than  Christianity.  It  is  common among  Jews  and 

Moslems, and also in Asian religions, as well as in religions such as Zoroastrianism which still  

maintain a presence (though threatened) in the Middle East. 

This makes it easier to understand what Paul was speaking about in his letter to the Colossians. 

Do not be seduced into the worship of angels. Don’t be sucked in by the wonderful stories told 

by those who are fascinated by them. Paul says that such people are full of idle notions coming 

from their unspiritual minds. Surely we should be grateful that these days people are interested 

in “spiritual” beings such as angels, and express religious views, whereas we have been more 

accustomed to most people being completely uninterested in religion. But there is true religion 

and there is false religion, and it is important to be able to tell the difference between them. 

What are some of the characteristics of false religion which Paul is spelling out for us in this  

passage? To begin with, he speaks of the worship of angels. But is it fair to describe the current 

interest, indeed fascination, with angels, as worship? Surely there is no harm in the interest 

shown, and that this does not involve worship of the angels? I believe there is that danger, not 

least because of the way in which the fascination with angels is completely divorced from any 

Biblical teaching about them, or because what the Scriptures teach about angels is used in 

distorted  ways,  and  because  the  angels  in  which  so  many  profess  to  believe  have  no 

relationship whatever with God (or at least the Biblical God). 

All the angels of the Bible are created as God’s servants, sent to be the ministers to those who 

are  the  heirs  of  salvation.  Even  those  who have  turned  away  from God in  following  the 
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rebellion of Satan were originally God’s good servants, and have become alienated from God 

subsequent to their creation. Angels do not exist or have a purpose independently of God. They 

do not exist simply to serve themselves, nor even to serve any and every human being just 

because they are human beings. Rather, they are created to serve those who are the stewards of 

God’s good creation, and it is because we are God’s stewards that the angels serve us, not 

simply because we are human beings. We have no inherent status which means that the angels 

should serve us rather than the other way round. The Bible is rather ambivalent as to whether 

human beings are higher or lower than angels, and I don’t believe it is even worth pursuing 

that question. Angels and human beings were created to fulfil quite different purposes, and so 

this is a vain and empty question to concern ourselves with. The Bible is quite clear that the 

angels  are  created  to  serve  God,  and  their  service  of  God,  as  far  as  we  are  concerned, 

comprises at least in part in supporting us as we carry out our task of caring for the earth as 

God’s stewards.

To speculate about what angels do, and about their names, their ranks, specific functions, and 

so on, is not something that we need to do, nor is it something that is profitable to do, as the  

Bible tells us virtually nothing of these things. In fact in spite of the Bible indicating that there 

are tens of thousands of angels, only two names are mentioned, Michael and Gabriel.  And 

these names are of interest in that connection: Michael is a Hebrew name that means “Who is 

like God?” - a question, not a statement that Michael is someone who is like God. The name of 

Gabriel means “Strong man of God.” Their very names intrinsically link them with the God 

they serve; they have no significance aside from God. Aside from these two, none of the angels 

in the Bible are named, nor are their individual tasks, ranks or functions described. On the few 

occasions in the Bible where anyone tried to worship an angel, they were rebuked for doing so, 

and were instructed instead to worship God.

Can we honestly say that the fascination with angels we encounter today is worship? I believe 

so, because this fascination has all the hallmarks of a false faith. These angels are treated as 

though they are independent of God, or at least, related only to a God so vague, nebulous and 

distant that he may as well not exist, and who is certainly not the God of the Bible, the God 

and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has made himself known to us in and through Christ. 

To become fascinated with angels while neglecting faith in God is false religion, a pursuit of 

idle notions, as Paul describes it. It is mythology, pseudo-revelation, spiritual concoctions that 

have no sound basis. The trust that people place in their angels is the misplaced worship the 
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Bible condemns. The pictures produced, the stories about them, and all manner of artifacts 

available for sale, all are the trappings of a substitute religion that seems for many people to be 

more real and more relevant than Christianity. For us to condone and endorse such a false 

religion is to betray the gospel, which calls us to discard such inventions of the human mind 

and to hold instead to that which God has revealed of himself to us in Christ, and recorded for 

us in the Scriptures.

In order to see the relative significance of angels for us today, all we need to do is read the 

letter to the Hebrews. In the first chapter of that letter, it tells us how much better Christ is than 

the prophets;  then how much better Christ  is than the angels.  He is  better  than the angels 

because he is called something better than the angels. The angels, as we read at the end of 

Hebrews 1, are the servants of God, sent out to work on behalf of those who are being saved 

by Christ, that is, we who believe in Him. They are sent to minister to those who are the heirs 

of salvation. If you are ever invited to a banquet at Buckingham Palace with the Queen, you 

may  certainly  be  impressed  by  the  servants  in  their  colourful  uniforms  and  their  air  of 

formality. But it would be folly to pay attention to these servants and not to the Queen and the 

other guests. After all, it is not the servants whom you are invited to dine with! After the Queen 

walks into the room, any interest in the servants should disappear. The best servants are almost 

invisible, performing their function without drawing attention to themselves, and providing the 

services required almost before they are needed. They have learned to anticipate needs, and to 

fulfil those needs without having to be asked. But Christ is not a servant of God, although he 

certainly did serve God obediently. Christ is the Son of God, and just as a son is better than a 

servant,  so Christ  is  better  than the angels.  Why then would you pay any attention to the 

servants  when the Son of God is  to  be honoured and worshipped? The angels  fulfil  their  

function without drawing attention to themselves, and the current fascination with angels is a 

sign that this misplaced enthusiasm is deceptive and unbiblical religion. It has the wrong focus, 

and panders, as Paul says, to idle notions and rampant imagination.

Christ has been given a name which is superior to the name given to angels. What is this 

name? It is simply the name of son rather than servant. As the writer says,  To which of the  

angels did God ever say, “You are my son, today I have become your father”?  To be called a 

son is much better than to be called a servant. When Christ was born as a baby at Bethlehem,  

the angels came and announced the birth to the shepherds, and they worshipped God. Luke 

tells us that a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and 
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saying, Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favour rests. And 

this then also indicates the superiority of Christ to the angels. You only worship that which is 

superior to you, you do not worship an equal or an inferior. So the command to the angels to 

worship Christ is another indication of the superiority of Christ to the angels. So then, anyone 

who supposes that they can worship angels rather than worshipping God is deluded. God is so 

much superior to the angels, and he is the one who created them. So all those who purport to 

be bringing messages from angels, while rejecting the worship of God, are false teachers and 

deceivers. No message brought by an angel has any validity unless the message originates 

from God. Angels  of  themselves have no authority  to  command humans,  or to  give them 

direction or promises. Any angel which does so is one of those in rebellion against God, not 

one of his obedient servants. 

Paul also rejects the religious requirement that we give special significance to Sabbaths, or 

new moon festivals, or other religious festivals, or the type of food or drink we consume - all  

important features of the religion of the Old Testament. These things, he says, were a shadow 

of that which was to come; things which have now passed away as the reality is here in Christ.  

Insisting on retaining these things, as well as reverence for angels, indicates a failure to grasp 

the true nature of Biblical faith. Now that we have been made new in Christ, all these things 

are fading away. Laws prohibiting us from touching, tasting, handling, any good thing in God’s 

creation,  are not part  of faith in Christ,  but are human regulations, phoney religious laws, 

which only appear to give spiritual direction and strength. Instead, because they are oriented 

towards things “destined to perish with use,” in other words, the food and drink that passes 

through the body and is then passed out as waste, they can have no spiritual significance for us. 

Jesus said himself  that it  was what came out  of the heart,  rather  than what  went into the 

stomach, which was important in terms of our relationship with God and with each other. 

Those who try to insist that we must keep rules and regulations about food and drink, about 

days for festivals and worship, are puffed up with idle notions, similarly to those who try to 

induce us to revere the angels.  These rules,  says Paul,  do not result  in wisdom, faith and 

service of God, but are instead a distraction, a distortion, a deviation from the service of God. 

These rules are not ones which God has given us, but are instead human commands and human 

teachings.  They have the superficial  appearance of wisdom; they appear to make someone 

spiritual; they seem to make people superior to those who do not follow such strict rules, but 

this is purely an illusion. As Paul states, such rules do not have any value in restraining the 
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indulgence of the body. In fact such restrictions can have the opposite effect, as following a 

series of rules and regulations as to what we may or may not eat lead only to a false humility, 

which is in fact pride. 

Paul says that those who have placed their faith in Christ have died to the world. Why then 

should we follow the principles which govern those who are still captive by the world, that is, 

the false system which opposes itself to the service of God? We are free from the demands that 

we conform to the ways of those who refuse to worship God and instead concoct their own 

spiritual  rules  and regulations,  their  own speculations about  angels and powers,  their  own 

restrictions on what we may eat and drink. These have no basis in God’s law for us, and as 

such to follow them simply continues to hold us in bondage to a spiritual power that has in fact 

been broken by the cross of Christ. 

Not only that, but putting an emphasis on such things separates us from the body of Christ. 

Those who trust in him, following his ways, obeying his laws for us, are part of the whole 

body of Christ, the whole people of God, the community of his covenant people. This body is 

held together as God causes it to grow, each part being joined to the others, and all being 

united together as one. Those who come in with their own concocted rules and regulations 

disrupt the body, by drawing attention to themselves and their pretended superior spirituality, 

and by distracting others by endless unfruitful debates about angels, about food, about festivals 

and holy days, and many other things about which God has not commanded us. Such people, 

Paul says, have lost all connection with the Head of the Body, Christ himself, because they 

have departed from his teaching, and seek instead to follow their own imagined notions. 

Such imitation laws, pretence of true teaching, distortions of what the Scriptures have to say, 

are themselves part of the spiritual forces of darkness against which God has called us to fight.  

To take on board the rules and regulations established out of the idle imagination is to create a 

spiritual bondage that needs to be fought against and broken. To follow a way of life is to give 

shape to and give effect to a spiritual vision for life, and is itself a spiritual power. If that 

spiritual vision for life is a distortion or a deviation from that which Christ has taught us, then 

it will become a spiritual power against which we can only do battle. To follow Christ and to 

walk his way is to give effect to the work of the Holy Spirit in our lives, and thereby brings the 

power of God to bear upon our daily lives and into the lives of those around us. But to fall into  

the trap of worshipping angels, of being bound by rules and regulations about festival days, 

about  food and drink,  about  harsh  treatment  of  the  body,  is  to  come under  the  power  of 
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spiritual forces that lead away from God and distract from or distort his intention for our lives. 

It is to succumb to spiritual powers which are opposed to God.

These spiritual powers which Paul speaks of in Colossians 2 are described as defeated by 

Christ by the cross. The principalities and powers have been disarmed, as the very weapons 

they sought to use have been turned aside. After having been put to death by the powers of 

darkness, what more could they do to him? Having submitted to cruel and unjust punishment 

without retaliating in kind, Christ gained the upper hand and in so doing destroyed the power 

of those who would fight against him. Through the cross, Christ both paid the penalty for our 

sins and made forgiveness possible, through cancelling the law that required our death. By 

dying in our place, Christ set us free from the law of sin and death which held us captive. This 

law was the way through which the principalities and powers, the forces of darkness perverting 

God’s creation, were holding us in bondage. They did this through the fear of death, through 

the guilt and anguish which sin creates,  through the cold hearts  and calloused consciences 

which  are the  result  of  continual,  repeated,  aggravated sin.  But  Christ  has  destroyed their 

power, by his death on the cross. Now that the law that demanded our death because of sin has 

been itself nailed to the cross, it has no more effect over those who trust in the crucified Christ  

for their salvation. Having died the sinners’ death, and been raised to life again, through Christ 

the fear of death has been destroyed. It no longer has the same power over us, because we have 

been  given  the  hope  of  the  resurrection  in  its  place.  While  death  is  still  real,  and  still  

unpleasant and heart-wrenching for us, its sting has been taken away for those who trust in 

Christ. The grave no longer has the victory, since Christ has broken open the grave and been 

raised to life again. Death is not the end, rather death is a temporary state until the resurrection 

when all will be made new again, just as it was for Christ. 

As can be seen from Matthew 10:32-42, Jesus did not come to make everyone at peace with 

each other; rather, he came to restore us to a right relationship with God. Those who refused to 

listen to his call to turn in faith towards God resisted him and ultimately connived at his death. 

So too with those today who refuse to acknowledge God: they do not warmly welcome those 

who are committed unreservedly to God in faith, but are hostile to what we have to offer, if we 

are at all open and honest about what we believe. Those who wish to encourage a fascination 

with angels will not welcome the Christian gospel. That gospel indicates that human beings are 

the focus of the Bible’s message of salvation, not angels, and that Christian faith revolves 

around God, not his messengers. Fascination with angels without faith in God is spiritual error, 
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a path that leads to ruin. We are not to focus on them, but on Christ. This is part of our spiritual 

struggle today: to rebuke those who focus on angels and are fascinated by them, as if they have 

some independent existence or function apart from being the servants of God. We are called to 

serve God and to rely on him. Angels are there to minister to us as the heirs of salvation, not to 

be served or worshipped. Focus then on God, and learn how to love and obey him, and leave 

the angels to do their tasks without seeking to enquire into what it is that they do. Christ has  

won the victory over those who have rebelled against him, and it is he whom we worship and 

serve. Trust only in him, fight for him in the conflict of spiritual forces, and leave the angels to 

their task without paying them undue attention or interest. Then we will find the path we need 

to walk through life, and when we need it (even if we are unaware) the angels will minister to 

us at the command of God, and we can be confident that this will happen. Let us leave these  

things then to God, and trust that he will care for us in whatever way is needed, whether that be 

by the assistance of angels or through each other, and in so doing we are free to worship and 

serve him alone. Then we will be free from the allure of false religion, idle notions and vain 

imaginations which can only detract from the pure worship of God. 
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