
HEBREWS 3:1-6

Now that the writer to the Hebrews has spelled out for us in detail the task that Jesus came to do, he 

moves on to a new section in which we are exhorted not simply to think about what Jesus has done, but 

to concentrate our entire thoughts upon him. The writer has told us that Jesus is superior to the angels 

and to the prophets, in that what he has done is superior to what they accomplished. He has become 

like one of us in order to deliver us from the bondage of sin and from the fear of death. It is not the 

angels he came to help, but us. He was made like his brothers in every way, so that he could be a 

merciful and faithful high priest, interceding on our behalf before God.

Now we are told that Jesus is superior not only to the angels and the prophets, but to Moses himself.  

Moses was considered to be more than merely a prophet by the Jews, since he was the one with whom 

God had spoken face to face, and to whom God had given the law. Moses was the one to whom the  

prophets appealed for their authority. But Jesus is superior not only to the prophets, but also to the one 

who was considered superior to all the prophets. 

Moses was a great man of God, but no matter how great we consider Moses to be, Jesus is even greater, 

and we are to concentrate our thoughts not on Moses or on his law, but on Christ, who has fulfilled the  

law of Moses perfectly. Therefore, holy brothers, who share in the heavenly calling, fix your thoughts  

on Jesus, the apostle and high priest whom we confess. As a result of what the writer to the Hebrews 

has said previously about Christ, he leads on to his new thoughts. Therefore, he says, because of what I 

have said about Christ, fix your thoughts on Jesus. The holy brothers to whom he addresses himself are  

the church of God. The Jews of the old covenant did not think of themselves as a family, but as a 

number of tribes, still related, but much more loosely than a family. The church, however, is a family, 

the family of God, and as such is a closely knit community of those who place their trust in Christ. The 

church is made up of the saints, those who are sanctified in Christ and consecrated to the service of 

God. It is a holy brotherhood, not a club or social gathering: it is the people of God, bonded to one 

another  in  Christ,  indissolubly  related  as  a  family.  We  cannot  declare  ourselves  to  be  no  longer 

members of our human families, since we are the children of our parents, which can never be changed, 

a family with brothers and sisters who are related to us regardless of whether or not we want to be. We 

have no choice in that matter. So too with the church of God. If we are joined to Christ through trusting  

in him for our salvation, then we are inescapably joined to the church, the family of God. So if we 

believe, we cannot separate ourselves from the church which God has called into being. It is not our 
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choice that we are united with our fellow believers. They are our brothers and sisters in the faith, like it 

or not. 

We are not joined to other believers on the basis of having the same doctrines, or using the same 

hymnbooks, or being members of the same denomination or congregation, we are united to all other 

believers because they believe. We may not enjoy meeting with other believers, for many reasons. We 

might find church services boring, or the preaching unhelpful, the music old-fashioned. But we cannot 

escape the fact that if we believe, we are joined to all those others who also believe. We cannot cease 

participating in the life of the church and still  expect to flourish as a Christian or to be able to be  

obedient to God. He has joined us to a family, and we have no choice about who else is a member of  

that family. We who believe all share in the same heavenly calling, and we must participate in the life 

of the church, the people and family of God into which God has placed us.

We are one with those who are being sanctified. While we may not find other members of the church  

very holy, the holiness of the church, God’s family, is not found in its members but in Christ. Our 

sanctification is a result of being joined to Christ, and not in anything which we have done. So the 

writer  to  the  Hebrews  calls  his  audience  “holy  brothers”  not  because  they  are  already  holy  in 

themselves, but because they have been joined to Christ,  who is holy, and have been set apart and 

consecrated for the service of God, and in that sense are holy already. But as we follow Christ in our 

Christian  discipleship,  that  holiness  and  consecration  is  worked  into  our  natures  more  and  more 

through the work of the Holy Spirit. Being set apart for God’s use provides the context in which the 

holiness of God becomes part of us. Even what small glimmerings of holiness we may display is not 

our own work, but the work of Christ shining through us. The Holy Spirit does not want to make us 

holy in and of ourselves, but only in and through Christ. Holiness comes as we allow Christ to live 

more and more through us, so that his true holiness is seen, not our own fleshly attempts to be holy.

The heavenly calling in which we share, as ones who have been set apart and consecrated for God’s 

service,  joined  into  one  unbreakable  family,  is  the  calling  God  has  given  each  one  of  us  in  the 

community of his people. It is not an individual calling, or one which applies only to some in the  

church. The heavenly calling, that which comes from and has the character of heaven, the throne room 

of God, is the calling to the Christian life. The Scriptures never speak of a career or a ministry-task as a 

calling, they speak only of the Christian calling: that one call which comes to all those who repent and 

believe. We can see this spelled out for us in Ephesians 4:1-6.
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As a prisoner of the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have  

received. Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in  

love. Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. There  

is one body and one Spirit - just as you were called to one hope when you were called -  

one Lord, one faith,  one baptism; one God and Father  of all,  who is  over all  and  

through all and in all. 

Here in this passage we have many of the themes of this passage of Hebrews expressed; the unity of the 

church through the Spirit, the one body of which we are all members, the one God and Father who is  

over all, through all and in all. The one calling which comes to all of us: the calling to be Christ-like: 

humble, gentle, patient, bearing with one another in love, with one hope in Christ.

The  calling  in  which  we  all  share  is  given  to  the  community  of  God’s  people,  not  to  isolated 

individuals. The calling comes to the church, which in the Greek means the “called-out ones.” The 

church is the community which has received this calling from God. It is not a random collection of self-

sufficient Christians, but an inter-woven community of God’s people, dependent on one another and 

sharing the same faith, the same hope, the same Lord. It is only within this community that our calling 

can find its expression; it is not a private calling, but a calling to a community, and only the community 

can give expression to that calling to be the people of God.

It is on Christ, the one in whom we hope, that we are exhorted to fix our attention by the writer to the 

Hebrews. We are not to give passing thought to Jesus, or to think about him and what he has done when 

there is nothing else we would rather do, but instead we are exhorted to fix our thoughts on Jesus as our 

highest priority. We are to be diligent in concentrating on him. For it is in Christ that the entire creation 

finds its meaning and purpose. It is in Christ that all things hold together, not simply in terms of their  

physical existence, but also in terms of our thought about the creation. The world around us is devoid 

of true meaning and significance, if we fail to see that its meaning is found only in Christ. It is Christ 

who provides the orientation and perspective in which the world makes sense. 

No other way of seeing the world is worthy of the Christian. Christ is the meaning of school work and 

academic study, Christ is the meaning of housework and child-rearing, Christ is the meaning of our 

daily work and our sport, our gardening and our swimming. Only in Christ and in the service of God do 

all our activities, without exception, find their meaning and significance. Apart from Christ they are as 
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valueless as the dust on the ground, because apart from Christ they will wither and perish as surely as 

we will eventually all perish. The achievements of our human labours are like the grass of the field 

which today is flowering and tomorrow is thrown into the oven and burned. But if we find our true 

centre and meaning in Christ, then all that we do will not disappear but will find its fulfillment and  

culmination in Christ, and in the return of Christ our daily lives, with all their mundane and repetitive  

tasks as well as the exciting and stimulating ones, will find their reward and completion. If we are 

rooted and founded in Christ, fixing our lives and our thoughts upon him, then what we do will not  

disappear in the dust but will become part of God’s eternal kingdom which will overthrow and destroy 

all the accomplishments of humankind which are not founded in Christ. So then, we are called to fix 

our thoughts on Jesus, to concentrate and apply ourselves diligently to thinking on Christ, for it is in 

him and through him that all that we are and do finds meaning and worth, and we are called to be like 

him, the one who was holy before God and faithful in his task. 

He was faithful to the one who appointed him, just as Moses was faithful in [all] God’s house. 

Christ was faithful to God, in that he carried out perfectly all that he came to accomplish. He did not 

come of his own accord, but was sent by God. This passage of Hebrews is the only place in the New 

Testament  where  Christ  is  called  an apostle,  although it  is  not  the  only  place  where  that  concept 

appears. We read earlier in John 3:22-36 that Christ was sent by the Father, and came from heaven to 

bring good news to us. Christ sends us just as he was sent: if we are to be one with him, then we must  

share his mission and carry out the task to which we have been called. We are to be ministers of 

reconciliation, bringing the world back to obedience to the Father. Christ was faithful to the one who 

appointed him, and we too must be faithful to Christ, who has appointed us his messengers and the 

heralds of his grace to a needy world.

Moses was faithful to God, and did all that he was commanded to do, and Christ, like Moses, was also 

obedient to God. The obedience of Moses was not greater than that of Christ, since Moses still sinned 

and was eventually prevented from entering the promised land of Canaan. Christ was as faithful as 

Moses, but Christ was also more faithful than Moses in that he never sinned, and his death was not a 

judgement for his own sin, but a judgement for the sins of others. Christ being sinless did not have to 

die, while Moses being a sinner could not escape the judgement of death. In this, as in other ways, 

Christ was superior to Moses. 
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Jesus has been found worthy of greater honour than Moses, just as the builder of a house has  

greater honour than the house itself.  For every house is  built  by someone, but God is  the  

builder of everything. 

Because Christ is not merely a servant of God, but the servant of God par excellence, he has greater 

honour than Moses. If you build a house, then you are more worthy of honour than the house which 

you have built. The greater honour goes to the builder because the builder put the house together, the 

house did not build itself, nor did the house bring the builder into being. So then, the one who existed 

prior to the house and who because of his skill brought the house into existence is greater than the 

house. So too with this world. While every house has been built by someone, God brought into being 

everything that exists. He did not simply build a house, but he created the universe in which the house 

is a very small part. However, while we do not give greater honour to the house than to the person who 

built it, our sinful rebellion against God leads us to give more glory and attention to what he has made 

than to the one who made it. As we read in Romans 1, 

since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities - his eternal power and divine  

nature - have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that  

men are without excuse. For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God  

nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were  

darkened. Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools and exchanged the glory  

of the immortal God for images made to look like mortal man and birds and animals  

and reptiles... They exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshipped and served  

created things rather than the Creator.

So we see that if we do not fix our thoughts on Christ, the one who brought all things into being, and 

the one in whom all things find their meaning and coherence, holding together as a significant and 

meaningful creation, we will turn away to idolatry and worship the things which he has made rather  

than the Creator. Turning our hearts and minds away from Christ does not lead us to wisdom, but to 

folly and futility. It is only in Christ that we find the treasures of wisdom and knowledge; apart from 

Christ we can find but dim reflections of that wisdom in the creation which he has made. Apart from 

Christ, being given over to a sinful and rebellious heart, we will see that wisdom to be the product of  

our own minds, finding it not in Christ but in the things he has made, and we will turn from the service  

of God to idolatry.
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It is perhaps the revulsion felt by Moses towards the idolatry of God’s people that brought about the 

most memorable events of his life. Who has not heard of Moses smashing the tablets of stone because 

of the Israelite’s  worship of the golden calf? His anger burned against idolatry,  since he remained 

faithful to God while all Israel sinned. 

Moses was faithful as a servant in all God’s house, testifying to what would be said in the  

future. 

Moses was a faithful servant of God in all that he did, serving him in his task of leading the people of 

Israel, and testifying to what would be said in the future. He was not merely the leader of Israel, but a  

prophet, and foretold the coming of the Messiah. His words on many occasions pointed the people of 

Israel to the future when God would bring deliverance for all mankind. He pointed the way to the 

coming of Christ, and instructed the people as to how they were to live in the light of the coming 

redemption. He was a faithful servant in all that he did, and because he was a faithful servant, he was 

esteemed above all the other Israelites.

Moses was faithful as a servant in all God’s house…But Christ is faithful as a son over God’s  

house. 

Christ is not merely a servant in God’s house, as Moses was, but the son who has authority over God’s 

house. Moses was the greatest servant of God under the Old Covenant, but now one with a greater  

authority is here. The servant has authority given to him by the master, but when the master himself 

arrives, the servant has to give place to one who is greater.

Moses was God’s servant, but Christ is greater than Moses. What God has said in Christ is of greater 

significance than what he said in Moses. While the message that Moses brought is the true and binding  

word of God, it does not find its meaning in itself, but only as it is fulfilled and culminated in Christ.  

The message pointed forward to the greater age which was to come, and now that age is here. So the 

message which told of the coming of the age of God’s self- revelation in Christ cannot be greater than 

the message which tells us that that age has come in Christ. 

And we are his house, if we hold on to our courage and the hope of which we boast. 
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The house which God is building is the people which he has called for himself. We are God’s house, 

the building which he will inhabit by the Spirit. Each one of us is a living stone, being shaped and 

placed by God in the right place in his house, and when that house is complete, it will be fit for him to 

dwell in. But it is not automatic that we shall be part of God’s house. That can only be true if we hold 

on to our courage and the hope of which we boast. What is this courage? It is the steadfastness and 

perseverance of those who remain committed to Christ through thick and thin. It is stamina in the face 

of persecution, doggedly holding on in the time of trial, a conviction that come what may, life or death,  

poverty or comfort, sorrow or joy, Christ is all that counts, faith the only treasure we hold dear.

The secondary message  of  Hebrews,  after  presenting  the centrality  of  Christ,  is  that  it  is  only  by 

holding fast to the faith that we will persevere to the end and enter the eternal kingdom with rejoicing. 

There is no place in Scripture for the belief that “Once saved, always saved.” The Scriptures teach us 

that those who will enter the kingdom and partake in the joy of their Lord are those who persevere to 

the end, the saints of God. The saints are those who persevere in their faith, and those who persevere in  

their faith are being fitted to be called saints. Faith is not something that comes to us on a platter: it is 

the gift of God with which we must work in order for it to bear fruit. When the time comes for us to 

face the judgement seat of Christ, we will have to give an account of ourselves, answering to God for 

the way we have used the gifts he gives us freely. The greatest of those gifts is faith, for without faith it  

is impossible to please God, and from faith all else in the Christian life flows forth.

The hope of which we boast is that even though we pass through despair, discouragement and defeat, 

ultimately God in Christ will triumph over all the powers of darkness and all the forces of wickedness 

will be destroyed. The hope which we confess is that the ultimate future of all things lies not in the 

power of those who may kill  or imprison the saints, not in those who resist  the coming of God’s 

kingdom, not with those who with clever words and subtle argument seek to undermine our faith and 

confidence in God. The ultimate victory belongs only to God, and only he will triumph. When the time 

appointed has arrived, all things which he has created will be perfectly restored in Christ, and those 

who remain true to the end will enter the eternal kingdom to share in the glory which God will grant to 

his saints. This is the message of Hebrews: the centrality and superiority of Christ, and his ultimate 

victory which his saints will share, if they persevere unmoved and unshaken in their faith. This is the 

hope we confess, that one day we will see the power of darkness and sin broken, the wickedness of this 

world  destroyed,  and  the  triumph  of  the  holiness  of  God  which  will  be  manifest  throughout  his 

creation. It is a hope which cannot be shared by those who have turned away from God, for it means 
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the end of all their dreams and efforts. Then the futility of their lives will be revealed, and what they 

have built will come crashing down in ruins about them, and all that they have struggled for will blow 

away like dust, leaving them naked and ashamed in that day.

But the return of Christ is the culmination of our hopes. The dreams of God’s people will be realised, 

the faithful efforts we have made which seem so insignificant and ineffectual now will be revealed in 

glory. Everything we have longed for will come to pass, and the things we have laboured over which  

seem to disappear like sand through our fingers in the face of the all-pervasive evil  of this  world 

system, will appear on that day built as a city, fit for the habitation of God. What has been and which  

seems to have vanished in the dust will be raised to the acclamation of God’s people, and the final 

triumph of Christ over the power of sin and death will be complete. In that day, all our work and our  

play, our tears and our laughter, will be transformed so we can see their fulfillment in Christ, and to him 

alone will be all the glory.
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