
HEBREWS 2:5-9

In this passage from Hebrews we are reminded of our creaturely calling, the task which God gave to all 

human beings. We were not made to serve our own interests, or to wait out our time here until we can  

go to heaven. We have been given the authority, or in other words, the right to carry out a task, and the 

necessary abilities, so that we can take stewardly care of the earth. But there is also the reminder that  

we failed God in this task. For we are told that it is not to angels that God has subjected the age to 

come. Why would we even consider that possibility? Simply because the Christians to whom this 

writer sent his letter were in danger of falling into error and reverencing angels. They were considered 

to be important and to have authority over us. 

But the writer has explained in great detail how Christ is superior to the angels, and reminded his  

readers that they are merely servants of God. Angels are important, but they have no authority over 

human beings, and are not able to carry out the important task that God has entrusted to us, to care for 

the earth and develop it in stewardly ways. Christ is superior to the angels, and has been exalted above 

them, even though he was for a short time humbled beneath the angels. 

In one Rabbinic tradition, Psalm 8 quoted here was thought to have been used by the angels to express 

their contempt for Moses when he went up Mount Sinai to receive the law from God. As we saw from 

chapter one of Hebrews, there is a tradition in Scripture itself that the law was delivered to Moses 

through angels, and in this context, it would show that the angels considered human beings to be lower 

than them. If this idea was held by the people to whom the writer sent his letter, no wonder he stressed  

that while we are somewhat lower than the angels, Christ has been elevated above them. Therefore 

human beings, in their representative, have been placed above the angels.

We are at the moment somewhat less than the angels, since they are able to enter directly into the 

presence of God, and are not bound by a sinful nature. We have a lower position not because angels are 

superior to us, but because through sin we have lost our position before God. But in Christ, who has 

been exalted above the angels, we regain our true position. When we too have been perfected in our 

faith, and have been raised incorruptible, we will experience the full reality of what is now only a  

promise of what is to come. As the writer to the Hebrews goes on to point out, we will eventually see 

all things subjected to humanity once again. The phrase “all things” includes all of created reality, and 

that includes the angels. So we are not to consider ourselves lower than the angels in an absolute sense; 
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only in the sense that through sin we have lost our position of authority over them. In the age to come,  

we will again see angels subject to us, as Paul points out in 1 Corinthians 6, Do you not know that we 

shall judge angels? 

We need also to consider what Paul says in 1 Corinthians 11, about the women covering their heads 

when praying. We are told that it is because of the angels that the woman ought to have a sign of 

authority  on her head.  It  has usually been interpreted to mean that  women must  have their  heads 

covered to show they are under authority. But maybe it is possible that it means that they need the sign 

of  authority  on  their  head  to  show  that  they  are  in  authority  over  the  angels,  a  rather  different 

understanding of this text! If this were the case, it would mean that the women of Corinth were not 

rebelling against being under authority, but were abdicating their position of authority. For we can sin 

against authority in two ways: by rebellion against those in authority over us, and failure to properly 

exercise authority over those under us. Both are sins, and both need to be rebuked.

Angels are servants, sent out to minister to those who are to receive salvation, as we read in the first  

chapter of Hebrews. So to become subject to those who are our servants is indeed an abdication of  

authority and a fall from a position above them. This position and authority is regained in Christ, and 

we must not neglect our calling.

It is not to angels that God has subjected the age to come, but to us. What is this age to come? It is the  

age when all shall acknowledge Christ as Lord and King. It is the final breaking in of the kingdom of 

God, the completion of everything that God intended for his creation. We now live in the age between 

the times; between the first appearing of Christ and his exaltation to heaven, and his return to receive  

all the kingdoms of the earth as his own. Now that Christ has been exalted to the right hand of God to 

receive power and glory, we have a foretaste of what the new age to come will be like. We do not yet 

see that new age, which will begin only when Christ returns and puts an end to this present world-

system of wickedness and rebellion. But we do see Jesus, who is the King who shall reign over the new 

age, already seated on his throne and beginning to exercise his dominion. That dominion is exercised 

through the church, the community of God's people, so if you wish to see what the age to come will be 

like, look around you: you are the first citizens of that new age; already the new age has begun in us, 

and we who are in submission to Christ are the citizens of the heavenly kingdom.
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Thus the writer to the Hebrews tells us that it is not the angels who will rule in this new age, it will be 

Christ, who is far above the angels. It is Christ as the representative human being who rules. For the 

first time in this epistle, the writer refers to him by his human name, Jesus. This man, the carpenter 

from a poor village, is the one to whom all creation is subject. This one whom all things will obey is 

not an angel,  one of the heavenly beings, which are so unlike us. Instead,  Christ  has entered into 

human history and become one of us. He was humbled by taking on human form, identifying with the 

sinful race of Adam which is in rebellion against God. He became subject to the woes and oppression 

of this world, becoming one of a conquered nation ruled over by Romans and Edomites. He was a poor 

man from a despised area of an occupied nation in a far-away corner of the Roman empire. The one to  

whom everyone is subject became one who was subject to everyone else. 

But he has not remained humiliated and powerless. He conquered sin and death, and has been exalted 

to the right hand of God, where he has already been crowned with glory and honour and has begun to 

reign, working to inaugurate the new age. This new age is yet to come in its fullness, but we have 

already tasted of it through our faith in Christ, as in chapter 6 the writer describes believers as “ those 

who have once been enlightened, who have tasted the heavenly gift,  who have shared in the Holy  

Spirit, who have tasted the goodness of the Word of God and the powers of the coming age.” We are 

already partakers of the age to come. The church is the new community of God’s people, his new 

creation. Here among us we see the newness of the community of the redeemed already established. 

Christ is our king already, and we eagerly anticipate the day when he shall reign and all things will be 

subject to him. While we do not yet see all things subject to him, we do see Jesus already crowned. His 

kingdom has begun, and we are waiting for it to arrive in its fullness. 

In Psalm 8, quoted in this section of Hebrews, we read that God intended all things to be placed under 

our feet. 

O Lord our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!

You have set your glory above the heavens.

From the lips of children and infants you have ordained praise because of your enemies, to  

silence the foe and the avenger.

When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers,

 the moon and stars which you have set in place,

 What is man that you are mindful of him,
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 the son of man that you care for him?

 You made him a little lower than the angels;

 and crowned him with glory and honour.

You made him ruler over the works of your hands,

 you put everything under his feet,

all flocks and herds, and the beasts of the field,

 the birds of the air and the fish of the sea,

 all that swim the paths of the seas.

O Lord our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!

When we look at the stars in the heavens, and the vast expanses of the universe, it is very easy to see  

that human beings are very insignificant creatures. We cannot even begin to comprehend the vastness 

of creation, and yet we believe that we on our small planet in an insignificant solar system on the edge 

of a galaxy far from the centre of the universe, are actually the most important creatures God has 

made!

When Copernicus and Galileo proposed that the earth went round the sun and that the earth was not the 

centre of the universe, many people in the church of the day got very upset, because they thought that 

this  did away with the significance of humanity and this earth. Because they believed that human 

beings were significant, they thought that meant that human beings had to be at the actual centre of  

things. Now we often hear the opposite; that because we are not at the actual centre of things we are 

not that important at all. But the mistake made here is to see our physical location as the source of  

importance, or lack of it. It is not that we are at the centre of the universe that makes us important. Nor 

can we say that because we are not at the centre of the universe we are not important. Our importance  

to God consists in who we are; who he had made us to be, and not where we might be located. The 

character of our relationship with God is rooted in his covenant love for us, his commitment to love us 

no matter what. So wherever we live, at the centre of the universe or on its edge, in this respect is 

totally unimportant. It is our relationship to God as his creatures that gives us our significance, and not  

where we might be located in terms of the physical layout of the universe. Christ himself was one of a  

conquered nation ruled over by Romans and Edomites (King Herod and his family), a poor man from a 

despised area of an occupied nation in a far-away corner of the Roman empire. Yet this insignificant 

man, who lived hundreds of miles away from the real centre of power and influence in Rome, is the 
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one who is now ruling all things. Our perception of who we are can be seriously distorted by focusing 

on our geographical location and not on whether we are truly serving God.

We do not yet see all things subject to Christ’s authority, because of the continuing power of sin, the  

system of this age which rebels against God and refuses to accept the authority of Christ. But we do 

see Jesus, not merely as a man like us, now transformed and glorified, reigning at the right hand of the 

Father in heaven. While we struggle against the continuing power of sin and the pervasiveness of 

wickedness in the world, we should not despair that righteousness will ever win out, but instead, with  

our gaze fixed on Jesus who is seated at the right hand of God, hold fast to our confidence in the faith 

that we will at last see all things subject to him.

For we do not presently see all things subject to him, but we do see Jesus crowned with glory and  

honour.  The king has triumphed over  the powers of  darkness,  and has been invested with all  the 

trappings of kingship. Although we will have to wait a little while longer in order to see his reign come 

to full expression in this world, we can see it already coming to expression now in the church, where 

God’s people are subject to their king.

Jesus was made a little lower than the angels, but now is exalted high above the angels. Because Jesus 

descended from above the angels, he can ascend again above the angels. He was made a little lower, 

that is, he became human, and has now been elevated above them. He laid aside his glory in heaven,  

and took on human form, becoming one of us in every respect, except that he was without sin. He was 

humiliated by sharing our condition with us; a condition arising from our abdication of responsibility 

through rebelling against God. 

The Psalm quoted in this chapter of Hebrews was applied to the first Adam, referring to him as the one 

to whom God placed all things in subjection. But because of his disobedience, the first Adam lost that 

position of authority, and it is only with the last Adam, the new man, Jesus Christ, that we regain that 

position again.

As a result of human sin, Christ needed to undergo the penalty of death on our behalf. Because he has 

suffered death for us, he has been raised from the dead and is now crowned with glory and honour. He 

has accomplished everything that God sent him into the world to do. He paid the penalty for us so that 

we might go free. He was made lower than the angels, so that he could pass through death on our 
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behalf. It was by the grace of God that this was possible. Only because God has accepted the death of  

Christ as sufficient to pay the penalty for our sin can we go free. God offers his grace to us, making 

forgiveness freely available, because he has accepted Christ’s sacrifice for us. Christ’s death was not a 

tragedy or a disaster, the result of satanic powers at work. It was the grace of God which enabled it to 

happen, and in the grace of God it is the source of life and healing for us. 

Because Christ has undergone death and has been raised triumphant from the dead and exalted to the 

right hand of God, we are now set free from the power of death. We know that it has no hold over us, 

because Christ  has broken that power.  Should we die before the Lord returns, then we can die in 

confidence that we will also be raised just as Christ was raised. He became one of us to suffer death on  

our behalf, and because he has been raised, all those who are joined to him in faith will also be raised. 

He rules over all, including the power of death. As Christ shouted in triumph to John the apostle,  I am 

the Living One, I was dead and behold I am alive for ever and ever! And I hold the keys of death and  

of hell. 

Christ exercises all authority in heaven and earth, ruling over the creation as the man whom God has 

chosen. He has replaced the old Adam, who through his sin lost his position as ruler of creation. The 

new man gained his position by obedience, and so regained for fallen humanity what we had lost. The 

human race does not rule now in its own right, but only as we are joined to Christ, the only human 

being who has been found worthy to rule over creation. He is our representative both before God and 

to the creation for  which we are responsible.  He is  exercising human dominion over  the creation 

obediently before God, and all our cultural activity has meaning only in so far as it takes place in the 

power and light of the Word of God, who became a humble man and lived among us. It is only in 

Christ that we can carry out our task of caring for this earth and developing it in stewardly obedience,  

because only in Christ can we be renewed and restored to a right relationship with God. Because it is  

Christ and Christ alone who can lead us back to obedience in carrying out our task in God’s creation, 

we see once again the superiority of Christ to every creature, human beings and angels.
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