
HEBREWS 2:1-4

Hebrews 1 speaks of the superiority of Christ to the angels. The saviour who was sent to us by God  

was not merely one of his angels, not merely a servant, but his own Son. He did not merely bring  

God’s message to us, he was in himself God’s message to us: he was the Word of God come to us as a 

human being, incarnate, as we say in the Creeds. 

Christ is exalted above the angels, because he has accomplished so much more than them. He is better 

than the angels, the servants of God, because he is not merely a servant but a son. As a result, the 

author  of Hebrews tells  us,  we need to  pay very careful  heed to  what  Christ  has said to  us.  The 

messages that angels brought to various people in the Old Testament were binding. That is, people 

were punished for disobeying them. So if we can be punished for disobeying an angel, a servant of  

God, the punishment for disobeying the son himself is so much greater. The messages angels brought  

were important, but what God now has to say to us through his son is much more important, because it  

is  the culmination of all  that  God wishes to  say to  us.  There can be no other  prophets,  no more 

revelations, no greater messages which can be brought to us which supercede or modify or replace 

what Christ has said and done: he is the final, complete, and irreplacable Word of God to humankind. 

There can be none greater than the Son, for anyone else who comes to us can only be a servant; and 

now that the Son has come to us, how can a mere servant supplant or replace what the Son himself has 

said and done? 

“Therefore.” One of the common words in the New Testament epistles is “therefore.” It links a passage 

with what went before it. Our chapter and verse divisions are not part of the original text, they were 

added hundreds of years later simply to make it easier to find passages of Scripture and to refer to 

them. But the divisions between verses and chapters are sometimes in the wrong place, breaking up the 

flow of thought. When we come across a “therefore” we need to give careful attention to what is being 

said, since it follows on from what came earlier. One way of remembering the importance of this word 

is to always ask yourself what the “therefore” is there for. It has a purpose, what is that purpose? In this 

case, it is to point out to us the significance of what we have heard. What has been said in the first  

chapter of Hebrews leads on to the next section. The superiority of Christ over the angels and the 

prophets brings us to consider the consequences of that. 
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The warning of Hebrews is that we must pay more careful attention to what has been said, to what we 

have heard, lest we drift away. This is the main theme of the book: to call us to focus on Christ alone, 

because losing sight of Christ will cause us to drift away from our faith. The message that has been 

given to us is one of great importance. It is not something to show idle curiosity about, or to treat as 

entertainment, or as a religious crutch to get us through the tough spots in life. The word that has been 

given to us is a word for the whole of life. It is a word which points us towards the Father, through the 

Son, by the power of the Spirit. In this brief passage from Hebrews we are reminded of the activities of 

all three members of the Trinity in our Christian life. 

The message brought by Christ is one which will mean either abundance of life, or poverty of life. It is  

not a word simply for Sunday mornings, it is a word for every day of the week, every week of the year, 

every year of your life. The gospel is compared with the law given by Moses. That law was a guide to 

the people of Israel  in  everything that  they did,  and showed them what  God required of them in 

everything. The gospel of Christ does no less than the law; it likewise guides us in everything. It points 

us to the path of obedience to God in every area of life. We need to give more careful attention to the  

message that we have heard, in order to discern the full depths and riches of the Word that God has  

given. We have not yet even begun to discover the power and authority of the gospel in our lives; there 

is so much more that we can learn. It is not until we begin to really grapple with the gospel that it 

yields its riches to us. One famous Christian scholar said last century, 

The Word of God is spirit and power which must penetrate our whole attitude of life and 

thought. God’s word-revelation puts men to work. It claims the whole of our being: 

where death and spiritual complacency once held sway in us, it wants to conceive new 

life. Spiritually lethargic persons would rather have the ripe fruits of God’s revelation 

fall into their laps, but Jesus Christ tells us that wherever the seed of God’s word falls 

on good soil, we ourselves must bear fruit.1

So the depth of God’s grace will  never be known by the lazy,  or the thrill-seeker,  or the Sunday 

Christian. It is for those who apply themselves to wrestle with the power of sin in our lives, who 

diligently seek out God’s blessing, and who follow the Lord wherever he may lead us. We need to 

grapple with the Scriptures, to seek to understand them, to study them diligently, to uncover their  

1 Herman Dooyeweerd. Roots of Western Culture: Pagan, Secular and Christian Options. Toronto: Wedge, 1979, pp. 
58-59.
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message and its meaning for our lives. The Scriptures do not yield their riches to the casual seeker, but 

only to those who come to them with a longing heart and a desire to know the Lord above all else. 

They must be read prayerfully, devoutly, believingly, intelligently, carefully and wisely, being alert to 

its subtleties, attentive to its message. 

What is the reason we need to work at our faith? Because as the writer to the Hebrews tells us, if we do 

not we will drift away, we will lose our faith. That does not necessarily mean that we will become 

atheists, or convert to Buddhism, or some other religion. It means simply that we can exchange Christ, 

who is far above all angels and prophets, and the message of salvation he has brought, for some other  

message. It does not necessarily mean that we will cease to believe, but that we will be less convinced 

about what we believe, that we will not be firmly grounded on the message that Christ brought. 

If we start to drift away from Christ and from his gospel, it  is easy to turn instead to some other  

message. This was the danger facing the people to whom the letter to the Hebrews was written. It is not 

that  they  would  turn  away  totally  from Christ,  but  that  they  would  be  less  sure  about  him,  less 

convinced that he was indeed far superior to the angels and the prophets, less convinced that the gospel 

of salvation was superior to the law brought by Moses. So as a result of being less convinced, they 

would turn back again to the law, seeking to hold on to the things that had passed away now that Christ 

had come. In Paul’s letter to the Galatians, 1:6-8, we read a similar warning.

I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the one who called you by the grace of  

Christ and are turning to a different gospel - which is really no gospel at all. Evidently  

some people are throwing you into confusion and are trying to pervert the gospel of  

Christ. But even if we, or an angel from heaven should preach a gospel other than the  

one we preached to you, let him be eternally condemned! 

Here Paul is making the same warning as the writer to the Hebrews. He is warning against drifting 

away from Christ and finding some other gospel. He is warning not to pay attention to what angels 

have said, or even what an angel might now say, if is it anything other than the superiority of Christ  

and the gospel of Christ which has been preached to you.

This passage of Hebrews we are looking at today contrasts the gospel of grace with the law. In the first 

chapter,  Christ  is  contrasted  with  angels,  as  we  saw last  week.  What  angels  have  said  has  been 
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surpassed by what Christ has said. The gospel of grace in Christ is better than what was possible 

through  the  law.  What  is  the  connection  between angels  and the  law?  In  both  the  Old  and New 

Testaments the law is said to have been given by God through angels to Moses. In Deuteronomy 33:2  

we read that there were “myriads of holy ones” with God at Sinai, and a similar statement is made in  

Psalm 68:17. In the Acts of the Apostles Stephen mentioned the giving of the law through angels in his 

speech to the Sanhedrin, after which they turned on him and stoned him. Paul says a similar thing in 

Galatians 3:19 about the giving of the law through Moses.

So what is the point of the discussion of the relationship of angels to the law? Simply that if what God 

has  said  to  us  through the  angels  has  penalties  for  disobedience,  then  certainly  what  he  has  said 

through his Son will also have penalties for disobedience. As we have seen, since Christ is so much 

greater than the angels, and what he has said is more important than what was spoken by angels, then 

the punishment for disobedience is also much greater.

We can see the comparison in terms something like this:

The law was mediated by angels; the Gospel was mediated by God’s Son.

The law was binding, or firm; the Gospel is likewise binding, or confirmed.

Neglect of the law brought punishment; neglect of the Gospel brings greater punishment.

The law was spoken by God through the angels; the Gospel was spoken by God through his Son.

So because the gospel preached by Christ is so much better than the law given by Moses, so too the 

certainty of suffering the penalties for rejecting the gospel is greater than the certainty of suffering the 

penalties for breaking the law.

This style of argument is found in many places in the New Testament, and especially the letter to the 

Hebrews. It is important to have some idea of this form of argument to help us understand the letter. In  

this way of setting out an argument, we start with a simple case, and from that infer that a more serious  

case follows the same principle, and is even more applicable. For instance, we have here the argument 

that if something said by an angel was important, and disobedience was punished, then disobedience to 

something said by someone more important than an angel will be punished even more.
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Another argument found later in the letter, is that if sacrificing one lamb can’t take away our sins, 

sacrificing hundreds of lambs can’t take away our sin either. But if a better sacrifice could be found, 

which will take away sin, then it doesn’t need to be repeated; one will do. So the argument goes that a 

lesser sacrifice needs to be repeated because it isn’t really adequate, but a greater sacrifice needs to be 

performed only once, because it is fully adequate. So again we see how the argument of the letter to the 

Hebrews shows how superior Christ is, for of course he is the better sacrifice. 

These arguments also work the other way around, from a serious case to a less serious case. If for  

instance it is wrong to kill someone, then it is also wrong just to want to kill someone without actually 

doing it. You will recall Jesus used both approaches in his sermons, for instance in the Sermon on the  

mount. We read in Matthew 5:21-22, 

You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘Do not murder, and anyone  

who murders will be subject to judgement.’ But I tell you that anyone who is angry with  

his brother will be subject to judgement.

Further on, in Matthew 6:25-26, we read:

Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about  

your body, what you will wear. Is not life more important than food, and the body more  

important than clothes? Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store  

away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not more valuable  

than they? 

We can see then from these arguments, something of  the way that Jesus argued his case, and this style 

of argument is found throughout the Bible. Following that approach, the writer to the Hebrews tells us 

that just as the message spoken through angels brought punishment to those who disobeyed it, even 

more so will the gospel message spoken by God’s son bring punishment for those who reject it or turn 

away from it after having believed. If the punishment for disobeying the law of Moses was severe, how 

much more severe will be the punishment for those who reject the grace of God given in Christ? There  

is no way we can escape if we ignore such a great salvation. There is no substitute for it. We cannot 

turn back to our old ways, and expect that to be adequate. Now that God has spoken to us in a much  

better way, we cannot turn away and reject it in favour of something much less than that. 
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This salvation, which was first announced by the Lord, was confirmed to us by those who heard him. 

God also testified to it by signs, wonders and various miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed 

according to his will. The salvation which was announced by Christ, was confirmed. Just as the law 

was firm and binding, so too the salvation which Christ has announced is firm and binding. The same 

Greek root underlies both words, just as in the English “firm” and “confirm” have the same root. Just  

as the law was firm, so too the gospel is firm. It is not something that varies from week to week or year  

to year or church to church. The gospel of Christ is the same for all time and for all people. Only in 

Christ is there salvation, only through his grace can we be saved, only Christ has accomplished what 

men and angels could not.

In Hebrews 2:3 we have a statement which indicates that the writer was not one of the apostles. He 

says that the salvation which was announced by the Lord, was confirmed to us by those who heard 

him. The apostles are the ones who heard him, and so this person is someone who heard the message 

from an apostle, but not directly from the Lord himself. That rules out all the apostles as authors of the 

letter,  as  well  as Paul,  who says he received his  gospel  direct  from the Lord,  not  from the other 

apostles. So while this verse does not tell us who the author was, it  tells us who are not possible 

authors.

God testified to the message with signs, wonders and various miracles. The message which Christ 

brought was made certain by the signs he did, as well as the miracles performed by the apostles. By 

performing these miracles, Christ demonstrated that he was the one promised by the prophets. When 

the Messiah was to come, the eyes of the blind were to be opened, the prison doors unlocked, the 

captives freed. This is how Christ announced his ministry to the people of Nazareth. He claimed that he 

was the one who would do all these things. Read what he said, and the reaction of his neighbours, as 

Luke 4:14-22 reports it to us:

Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about him spread through  

the whole countryside. He taught in their synagogues, and everyone praised him. He  

went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath day he went into  

the synagogue, as was his custom. And he stood up to read. The scroll of the prophet  

Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it was written: “The  

Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to the  

poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight to the 
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blind, to release the oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.” Then he  

rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone in  

the synagogue were fastened on him, and he began by saying to them, “Today this  

scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.” All spoke well of him and were amazed at the  

gracious words that came from his lips. “Isn’t this Joseph’s son?” they asked.

Jesus astounded the people he had known all his life by what he said, but then immediately following 

this, they became enraged by his words and sought to kill him. Similarly Matthew 13 tells us that the  

people of Nazareth were sceptical of Jesus and his teaching. They said, “We know who you are, you are  

only the carpenter’s son. Your mother is Mary, your brothers are James, Joseph, Simon and Judas. All  

his sisters are here as well.” As a result, they took offence at Jesus. By focusing on what they thought 

they knew about Jesus, they failed to recognise him for who he really was. 

In the same way, John the Baptist seemed to be uncertain about Jesus. He had known Jesus all his life, 

he was his cousin. So when Jesus started preaching and performing miracles, demonstrating in this way 

that he was indeed the Messiah, John sent messengers from prison to ask Jesus, Are you the one who 

was to come, or should we expect someone else? John was astounded that his cousin, the one he grew 

up with, should turn out to be the Messiah. Is it really you, he asked? But I know you, you are my  

cousin, an ordinary person like me. 

So we see that  Christ  was indeed human.  He did not walk round with a halo on his head,  being 

“saintly.” He was a normal human being and lived like a normal human being. So his neighbours, as  

well as John the Baptist, did not recognise him at first, because they thought they knew who Jesus was. 

But knowing Jesus is the Christ is not a matter of being acquainted with him, it is a matter of faith, the 

conviction of the heart. As Jesus said to Peter in this regard, it is not something that other people can  

disclose to you, only the Father in heaven can bring us to recognise Jesus as the Christ, the Son of God.

The person who wrote this letter to the Hebrews was calling them back to this faith. Jesus is the Christ, 

who confirmed that to us by signs, and wonders, and miracles. We need to pay careful heed to this, and 

hold  firm to  our  faith.  For  if  we consider  Christ  to  be just  an  ordinary  human being,  we fail  to  

recognise him for who he is, the son of God, the one appointed to bear our sins. He is indeed a human 

being in every respect, but he is the human being chosen by God to redeem us, because he is in truth 

the son of God from all eternity, who became a man to live amongst us. Because he really did become 
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a human being, it is only by faith that we recognise that he is also the Son of God. We must hold fast to  

that faith and not fall away. That faith is confirmed by the miracles that Christ performed. God himself 

bore witness to Christ through the power he was given.

As well as the miracles, God testified to the truth of the gospel brought by Christ through gifts of the  

Holy Spirit. How did that happen? When Christ ascended into heaven, he sat down at the right hand of 

God. How do we know that  Christ  is  seated at  the right  hand of God? Because he then received 

authority to send the Holy Spirit as proof that he had been exalted. As Peter declared on the day of  

Pentecost when the Spirit was given to the church, God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all 

witnesses of the fact. Exalted to the right hand of God, he has received from the Father the promised 

Holy Spirit and has poured out what you now see and hear. Again we can read about this in Ephesians 

4:8-16:

This is why it says, “When he ascended on high, he led captives in his train and gave  

gifts to men.” What does “he ascended” mean except that he also descended to the  

lower, earthly regions. He who descended is the very one who ascended higher than all  

the heavens, in order to fill the whole universe. It was he who gave some to be prophets,  

some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, to prepare God’s people  

for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity  

in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the  

whole measure of the fulness of Christ. Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back  

and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the  

cunning and craftiness of men in their deceitful scheming. Instead, speaking the truth in  

love, we will in all things grow up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ. From him  

the  whole body,  joined and held  together  by  every supporting ligament,  grows and  

builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.

Here we discover the same message we read in Hebrews. It is only by careful consideration of Christ  

and what he has done that we will grow to be mature and firmly rooted in the faith. Growing as a body, 

according to the gifts which the Holy Spirit supplies through Christ, we will be built up in love, and as  

all the parts and ministries in the church work together performing their various tasks, we will see 

Christ manifest through our unity in the faith and the maturity of our knowledge of God, when we 

attain to the full measure of the riches of the gospel and the depths of grace in Christ. 
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The proof that Christ was the Son of God, who died for our sins and was raised by the Father from the 

dead in vindication of all that he did, is that he has now ascended into heaven to be exalted at the right 

hand of the Father.  We know that he has been seated at  the right hand of the Father,  because the 

promised Holy Spirit has been poured out upon us. How do we demonstrate that Christ is the Son of 

God? By bearing witness in our lives of the truth of Christ’s teaching, growing in maturity as a body of  

people committed to God and to each other in love, and therefore being a suitable receptacle for the 

gifts of the spirit, the miraculous power of God, to be evident in our midst. When we grasp hold of the 

gospel, seek the unity which the Spirit gives to the body, and grow and mature through the teaching of 

the faith, then the Spirit will be seen at work among us. There can be no more powerful witness to a 

hurting world than that; but also there is no more powerful witness against Christ than a church which 

is not being built up in unity and love, in truth and sound doctrine, because God will not be present 

there by his Spirit, the gifts and miracles will not be seen, and the gospel will not be heeded by those 

who have not yet responded to Christ in faith.

We have the call of the letter to the Hebrews, supported in other passages of Scripture as well, to give 

careful heed to what we have heard from Christ and his apostles, to hold fast to the grace that God has 

revealed to us, and never to falter for a minute in our conviction that it is Christ who is in all, above all 

and Lord of all, and only in him is there salvation for sinful human beings. It is our task to witness to 

that fact, day and night, week in, week out, not simply in our Sunday worship, but in all that we do.  

Only then can we truly say that Christ is Lord of all, because only then can that lordship be witnessed 

by the world, and only then will we be fulfilling our commission to be the light to the world that God 

calls us to be. 
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