
HEBREWS 1:4-14

Last week we looked at the first few verses of Hebrews 1, which tell us how much better Christ is than  

the prophets. Now we read how much better Christ is than the angels. We know he is better than the 

angels because he is called something better than the angels. The angels, as we read at the end of the 

chapter, are the servants of God, sent out to work on behalf of those who are being saved by Christ, that  

is, we who believe in Him. But Christ is not just a servant of God, although he certainly did serve God 

obediently. Christ is the Son of God, and just as a son is better than a servant, so Christ is better than 

the angels, God's servants.

Christ has been given a name which is superior to the name given to angels. What is this name? It is  

simply the name of son rather than servant. As the writer says, To which of the angels did God ever say,  

“You are my son, today I have become your father”? As we saw last week, to be called a son is much 

better than to be called a servant. What does it mean when it says “You are my son, today I have  

become your father”? The writer also says “I will be his Father, and he will be my Son.” It sounds as 

though here God is speaking of something new, something which has just happened. But Christ is the 

eternal son of God, a member of the trinity from eternity. So how can the Father say, today I have 

become your father? What day is “today”? The clue is provided for us in the next verse.  And again,  

when God brings his firstborn into the world, he says, Let all God’s angels worship him. So perhaps the 

writer is thinking of the time when Christ was born as a baby at Bethlehem. Certainly then the angels 

came and announced the birth to the shepherds, and they worshipped God. Luke tells us that a great 

company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, Glory to God in the  

highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favour rests.

Christ is not only the eternal son of God, one of the trinity, but he is also the son of God as a human  

being. The day which is meant here is the day Christ was born. Then he became the son of God a 

second time and in a different way. He was God’s son, the perfect human being, as well as the son of 

God who has existed from all eternity. Christ is both human and divine, and he is the son of God both 

as a human and as a member of the trinity. So when he is born, his father commands that his servants 

worship him. One thing indicated by this is the superiority of Christ to the angels. You only worship 

that which is superior to you, you do not worship an equal or an inferior. So the command to the angels 

to worship Christ is another indication of the superiority of Christ to the angels.
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When God’s son is born, the angels who are God’s servants, celebrate this wonderful event. Worship of 

God is not something dull and boring we do, or at least it should not be that. Worship is a celebration of 

God. It  is  a  party we have each week to remember what  great  things  God has done,  and what  a 

marvellous God he is. I am sure that if we had a birthday party each week, and there were lots of  

presents for everyone, we would have lots of fun and enjoy the presents, and be very grateful to the 

people who gave us presents. In the same way, we need to learn how to enjoy God and celebrate what 

he has done for us, and learn how to express our gratitude to him. Not only is God worthy of our 

worship and wishes us to celebrate our faith, he has also given us the greatest gift there is. He gave us  

his own son, to die to set us free from our sin. 

We are holding a party here today, as we express our thanks to God for the great gift he has given us. 

Our party is an important one, one held all over the world. As the writer to the Hebrews said,  When 

God brings his firstborn into the world, he says, Let all God’s angels worship him. Today all over the 

world, Christians are gathering to worship God and to celebrate his great gift to us. We all come to  

worship, just as all the angels came to worship Christ at his birth.

The angels are described as winds and flames of fire, servants of God which are sent out to do God’s 

bidding. Why are they called winds and flames of fire? One reason is that in comparison with Christ, 

they come and go, just as the wind blows up one minute and then dies away, and as the flames flicker 

in the fire and disappear. The angels are sent out to serve, and when their task is done, they are gone 

again. They are merely servants, and obey God’s bidding. They do not do things because they decide to 

but because they have been told to. Angels are not mysterious beings; they are certainly unknown to us, 

elusive and hidden from us most of the time. All that we know about angels comes to us from God’s 

revelation; there is no other source from which we can learn about them. There are only a few instances 

in the Bible when people met with angels, and even then they were often unaware that it was an angel 

they were dealing with.  The Bible  even tells  us that  we should not  neglect  to entertain strangers, 

because many people in doing this have been unaware that they were entertaining angels. This is not 

something just for those in Bible times: it is addressed to us today as much as to anyone. 

We tend not to take angels too seriously except at Christmas, and then we drag out the rather inaccurate 

and sentimental images of angels we are used to. The Bible tells us that angels are the creatures of God; 

fellow creatures like ourselves, and just like us, are called to obedience and faithfulness. We are not to 

worship angels, nor to receive their messages as if they were divinely inspired, and to reject them if  
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they do not conform with the Gospel. Paul says that if an angel from heaven should preach a different  

gospel, then they should be eternally condemned. In anyone claims to have met an angel who has given 

them a revelation or message differing from the Gospel, then it is a deceiving angel, especially if the 

person concerned is not a believer. Angels are not initiators of their errands, they function solely as 

God’s servants, sent out to minister to those who are to inherit salvation. They do not serve all and 

sundry, but have a special mandate to care for believers. They cannot bring messages or perform deeds 

as they so choose. They can only act on God’s instructions, and if they do not, then they are rebellious 

angels that fell with Satan. 

There is a lot of nonsense around these days about angels, and the New Age movement in particular is 

promoting the idea of guardian angels and angel messengers, with books about their various names and 

attributes and special abilities. Only two angels in the Bible have names: Michael and Gabriel, any 

other names are merely fantasy. Much of what is said about these angels can be seen to be false, simply 

because they do not bring messages which lead to Christ, rather they seem to present a gospel without a 

saviour  for  people  without  sin.  Angels  are  seen  to  be  not  servants  of  believers,  but  channels  of 

revelations and information form the “other side.” These angels are not seen to be servants of God, but 

independent spiritual guides, who do not lead us to faith but to confidence in ourselves and our own 

abilities. Such gospels are false and deceitful. In Colossians 2:9-19 we read that worship of angels and 

other errors, such as maintaining any of the Old Testament festivals as though they were essential for 

our salvation, comes from pride and arrogance towards the Body of Christ. Someone who holds such 

teachings has an unspiritual mind puffed up with idle notions. All such things have passed away, and 

we are left only with Christ, and it is him alone whom we must trust for our salvation. Anything in  

addition to Christ is a sign of misunderstanding of the Christian faith. That is because Christ is so much 

better than prophets, or angels, or sinful human beings. 

We  read  further  on,  “Are  not  all  angels  ministering  spirits  sent  to  serve  those  who  will  inherit  

salvation?” In Revelation 19:4-10 the apostle John saw in his vision of heaven a great multitude of the 

elders, saints and angels praising God. He was so overwhelmed with this sight that he fell down to 

worship the angel who was his guide. But he was rebuked by the angel, who said that he was only a 

servant of God. John was exhorted to worship God instead. There is always the temptation to worship 

God’s creatures rather than the creator himself. Christ is the one, as we have read, who created all 

things. It is he whom we must worship, and not his creatures. Angels are sent out to minister to us, and 

while they may appear awe-inspiring should we ever see one, they are only servants and not to be 
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treated as God. Angels are not higher spiritual beings than us, they are simply different, and have a 

different function. But it is we who will judge the angels, not the other way round. We have been given 

a place which is far above all angels, although at present we are not seen to be like this. While we are 

for a time somewhat lower than the angels, we are in fact the heirs of God and the ones to whom he has 

entrusted the whole of creation as his stewards.

But even if we do have a sound Biblical understanding of the tasks and activities of angels, this is not  

something we should be particularly concerned with. The angels are not central in our faith-life: they 

are at best participants from the sidelines. The acts of God in creation and redemption centre not in the 

angels as higher spiritual beings, but in humanity, the ones on whom God has set his love and who are 

to be made like Christ, the eternally divine and now also fully human Son of God. Unlike the angels,  

Christ is always there to be depended upon. He is constant and sure. We can be certain that when we 

are in need, Christ will come to our aid. His rule is eternal, and his kingdom will never end. The writer 

to the Hebrews quotes what God has said about his son, Your throne, O God, will last for ever and ever,  

and righteousness will be the sceptre of your kingdom. He is not like the angels, simply obeying orders. 

Christ is the king who governs everything, and we are his servants. We must be careful then about how 

we pray. We are not commanding a servant or giving orders to someone. We are coming to the king of 

kings, and seeking from him what we need as an act of grace on his part. God has promised that we 

shall have everything we truly need, although not everything we might want. 

Christ rules us not as a dictator or a tyrant, but in justice and peace. The sceptre, the symbol of his rule,  

is righteousness or justice. His rule is not like the rule of human beings. He has done everything in 

obedience to God, and has learned how to behave as a son should. He rules us the way God wants us to 

be ruled, and answers our prayers according to our need. He provides for us according to justice and 

righteousness.

Because of his obedience, Christ has obtained a name which is better than that of the angels. Because 

he was obedient, he was able to pay the penalty for our sins. He could not pay the penalty if he had first 

to pay for himself. The penalty is death, and he could only die once. So if he had to die because of his  

own sin, he was not able to die to pay the penalty for our sin as well. But because of his obedience, 

Christ was able to die for us, which we celebrate each Sunday morning. As it says in the opening verses 

of Hebrews, when he had died for us and provided purification for sin, he sat down at the right hand of 

God. There he lives in the eternal life we shall enjoy when we too are raised from the dead, just as  
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Christ was raised from the dead. Because he has broken the power of death through being raised from 

the dead, he now lives forever. That is why the writer could quote the passage from the Psalms which 

prophesied of Christ, saying, your throne, O God, will last for ever and ever. There will be no end to 

the kingdom over which Christ rules, because there can be no end to his life as King. The kings and 

queens of earth come and go, and their kingdoms come and go. But Christ lives and rules forever, 

because he has conquered death and hell, through being raised from the dead.

The writer goes on to say of Christ,  You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness, therefore  

God, your God, has set you above your companions, by anointing you with the oil of joy . Christ has 

been perfectly obedient to the Father in everything. He has chosen to do right rather than to do wrong. 

Every step of the way his life was governed by his obedience to the Father. Because of that, Christ is so 

much better than his companions, that is, us. We are Christ’s companions. He has become one of us to 

walk his path through life just as we do. But unlike us, Christ has remained obedient. We have failed in 

many things, but Christ has never failed. As a result, God has done two things. He has elevated Christ  

above his companions, and anointed him with the oil of joy. When Christ had completed the task that  

God gave him to do, he was exalted to heaven and given the seat at the right hand of God. There he 

rules over us, he is our superior.

The oil of joy refers to a custom of the East, in which fragrant smelling oils and spices are poured on 

someone when there was a celebration, when preparations were being made for a party. We see this in 

the story of Mary anointing Jesus with precious perfume and spices. While in the passages where this is 

reported, Jesus says that he was anointed in preparation for his death, it is also done at a banquet where 

it was the custom to anoint the honoured guests as a mark of respect. But because of his forthcoming 

death, we can see that the oil was poured on Christ in celebration of his coming victory over the power  

of sin and death. God himself has anointed Jesus with the oil of joy as his recognition of Christ as a  

result of what he has achieved. Because Christ is so much better than the prophets, the angels and we 

human beings, what he has received from God is also so much better. He has been set in authority over 

us, made higher in status than us, and been anointed with the oil of joy. 

The meaning of “Christ” and “Messiah” which is its Hebrew equivalent, is “anointed one.” Christ is the 

one who was predicted, the Messiah, that is, the one whom God would anoint for a special purpose. 

Christ was anointed with the power of the Spirit more than any one else, more even than the prophets. 

All that Christ did on earth he did as an obedient human being in the power of the Spirit. His miracles, 
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healings, wisdom, prophecies and so on, are not performed because Christ is displaying his power as 

God, but demonstrate the power of the Holy Spirit at work in an obedient, sinless human being. Thus 

Christ is the model for us of the perfect man: the one without sin who pleased God, and on whom the 

Spirit was poured out without measure. Christ was not God masquerading as a man, pretending to be a 

man,  imitating a  man,  he really  was a  man,  and lived  among us  as  a  man and not  as  a  god.  So 

everything that he did, he did as a man, with the power of the Holy Spirit upon him. This is in fact why 

he is called Christ, the Messiah, the Anointed One. The angels have not been anointed at all with the 

Holy Spirit.  Yet again we see that Christ  is so much better  than either the prophets or the angels,  

because he has received something more than either of them.

We come then to the theme of Christ  as creator.  We are told that in the beginning Christ  laid the 

foundations of the earth. The heavens he has made through the work of his hands. While these will not 

last, Christ remains constant through eternity. The heavens and the earth will wear out like old clothes, 

and just like old clothes they will be changed for new ones. That does not mean that the heavens and 

the earth will be destroyed, and replaced by something totally new. There is a continuity between the 

old heavens and the old earth and the new heavens and the new earth.  Christ came to redeem his 

creation to save it from destruction, not to destroy it. The word for “change” in the Greek is the same 

word used in 1 Corinthians 15, where Paul speaks of the new body we will receive in the resurrection.  

While the body will be new, it will be the same body we have now, made new. God does not destroy his 

creation, he renews and recreates it to be what he has always intended it to be. So while the heavens 

and the earth are now wearing out, as are our bodies, they will be renewed. But Christ does not need to 

be renewed like us. He has already received his new body, and eventually we shall have a new body 

just like his. The heavens and the earth wear out and will need to be changed, but Christ never changes. 

He always remains the same, and will be the same without end. 

He has been exalted to the right hand of God, and rules over all things. In that he is so much better than 

the angels, because God has never said to any of the angels, “Sit at my right hand until I make your  

enemies a footstool for your feet.” Christ is given the place of honour and authority, and the completion 

of his victory comes when his rule is recognised by everyone, including his enemies, and thus in this he 

will perfect his rule. When we are hard pressed by the enemies of the faith, both the powers of spiritual 

darkness  and those  who live  in  rebellion  against  God and seek to  destroy  his  people,  we can  be 

strengthened and comforted that soon God will crush his enemies and humble them before Christ. We 

are not to seek to have our enemies crushed. God himself will do this in his own time. We are to pray 
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for those who persecute us, not to hope for their downfall. Just as Paul turned from being a persecutor 

of the Christians to their foremost leader, so too we are to pray for the conversion of those who today  

are enemies of the faith.

Christ has been exalted to the right hand of God, and there he reigns for eternity. It is this Christ whom 

we worship today, as we remember the eternal son of God who took on human form, who died for us 

and for our sin. There is no-one better than Christ, and nothing anyone could do that is better than what 

Christ has done, and our faith is built on that.
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