
The Coming of the King 

Matthew 21:1-11

Palm Sunday is a chance for us to reflect on who Jesus is. We tend to focus so much 

on the events of Easter, the trial and crucifixion, the burial and resurrection of Jesus, 

that we can lose sight of who it is who is the centre of those events.

Jesus is presented here, not as the one who saves us from sin, not as the one who 

works miracles of healing, but as the King sent by God to reclaim his kingdom.

The  prophet  Zechariah  foretold  his  entry  to  Jerusalem on  the  back  of  a  donkey, 

coming as a king who was unlike any other king of the time. He was not riding a 

horse,  an  animal  associated  with  the  warrior  kings,  but  a  donkey,  the  animal  of 

servitude. He came not to conquer but to serve. 

The time will  come when Jesus the King appears on a  white  horse,  coming as  a 

victorious conquerer. He will ride forth to slay his enemies and to take all authority as 

his rightful due. But this is not that time - instead, he comes in weakness, surrounded 

not by a mighty army, terrible in prospect and fearful in strength, but by his disciples, 

on anyone’s account a weak and insignificant group, who at the first sign of trouble 

took to their heels and ran, leaving Jesus alone before the crowd come to arrest him.

The whole of Jesus’ ministry was centred on the theme of the kingdom of God. He 

began to preach the kingdom when he first entered into public ministry. His miracles 

and his teaching were to proclaim and to demonstrate the kingdom.

What is the kingdom of God? What was it that Jesus sought to establish?

The kingdom of God is not a new concept for the New Testament. When Jesus began 

to preach the good news that in him the Kingdom had arrived, he did not explain 

himself at all. He assumed that those to whom he spoke would understand what the 

kingdom of God was all about. True, they misunderstood its character and the way in 

which it would be manifested, but they had no misunderstanding of what the kingdom 

of God meant.

Simply, the kingdom of God is the righteous and just rule of the Creator over all that 

he has brought into being. To understand the kingdom of God we need to be clear 

about the Biblical teaching concerning the creation. The Old Testament introduces the 

whole story of redemption by proclaiming the creation as God’s handiwork. It is not 

something that simply hangs in the background, but is the basis and context in which 
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God is carrying out his work of redemption. Why is this? It is because redemption is 

introduced for the sake of creation. Why is God redeeming the creation? Because we 

who  were  created  as  the  stewards  of  God’s  creation  have  rebelled  against  our 

sovereign  Lord  and  chosen  instead  to  serve  ourselves  and  the  imitation  gods  we 

invent. The consequences of this rebellion extend as far as human influence can reach. 

Every part of the creation we touch bears the marring of human rebellion, and because 

the whole of creation lies under our power, there are no limits to the dire effects of our 

sin. 

Whether we like it  or not,  we remain the stewards of God’s creation.  He has not 

replaced us with any other stewards after we broke covenant with God. But instead of 

caring  for  the  creation  as  God  intended  us  to  do,  we  have  gone  our  own  way, 

despoiling, consuming, polluting, exhausting all that we can get our hands on. We use 

the powers which God gave us for caring for the creation for his glory, not as God 

intended, but in whatever ways our rebellious hearts devise.

But God loved his creation so much that he did not leave it victim to his rebellious 

and disobedient human stewards. Nor did he leave us, who spurned our very maker, to 

go our own way. Instead, God instituted the most costly plan of redemption that could 

be devised: he himself took on humanity with the express intention of dying in our 

place. He came who was the king of all creation to die at the hands of his subjects, put 

to death in mockery and derision as “the king of the Jews,” even though he was not 

their king only, but the king of the whole world.

Having spent his years of ministry proclaiming that in him the kingdom of God was 

being restored, with the rightful king again being given the obedience he was due by 

his subjects, this king entered Jerusalem not to take the seat of government; not to 

receive proper respect and honour as the one who alone is entitled to rule in Israel and 

in every other land, but to the shouts of adulation from a crowd that was as fickle as it  

was  enthusiastic.  This  crowd  that  greeted  his  arrival  in  Jerusalem  with  cries  of 

“Hosanna,” recognised in some limited way that he was a claimant to the throne of 

David, and John’s Gospel even reports that the crowd shouted, “Blessed is the King of 

Israel.” 

But it was only a short time later that the same crowd came before Pilate and insisted 

that  they  had  “no  king  but  Caesar.”  Such  is  the  fickleness  of  humankind.  What 

courage, what determination, what committment can this be, which changes its kings 

so lightly and so often. 
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Yet this is the path that God chose for himself in order to win back to his allegiance 

the very ones who had spurned him for so long. In order to save us from death, the 

cessation of fellowship with God, he came to die instead so that we, and thus all the  

creation under our care, might be delivered from the power of death which power 

comes from sin.

Jesus is the Creator God, come in the flesh to redeem his fallen creation. He came to 

win back those who had turned away from him, and to restore to its true character all  

that which has been corrupted by us and through us and because of us. Jesus did not 

die to save only human beings from their sin; he died so that all that had been affected 

by sin could be restored. The creation itself is redeemed in Christ. Nothing that God 

made has been abandoned so that sin could have its awful sway. The death of Christ 

brought renewal to the entire creation. Nothing lies outside the rule of Christ the only 

true and rightful king, and when the king of all creation was cruelly put to death by 

the  appointed  stewards  of  creation,  the  whole  of  creation  was  convulsed  at  the 

enormity of the crime. The earth shook, the sun was darkened, rocks split and graves 

were opened. What else could we expect when the creator of the world was rejected in 

person by his own creatures?

But the death of the king of creation also brought release for the whole of creation 

from the power and effects of sin. Wherever human sin has wormed its perverse and 

rebellious way, there too the grace of God extends. No sin, no effect or consequence 

of sin, can escape the grace of God redeeming, renewing, restoring all that he has 

made so that once again he will be able to look on his handiwork and proclaim it to be 

“very good.” The whole of creation is being redeemed in Christ, and at his return it 

will be manifested as it should be: the new heaven and the new earth, the eternal 

home of righteousness. 

But until that time, even though redeemed in Christ, the rest of creation lies under 

bondage to rebellious stewards: the people that God created to care for, to love and to 

cherish what he had made. And because of that the whole creation groans, as Paul 

said, waiting for the sons of God to be revealed, the stewards of creation who are 

restored once again to their obedience to their master. 

But  what  will  become of those who continue to  rebel  against  the King? There is 

coming a day when Christ will return to take his kingdom and to defeat his enemies. 

All the kingdoms of this world will become the kingdom of our God and his Christ. 

Those  whose  allegiance  is  to  the  false  kingdoms  which  establish  themselves  in 

defiance of God will be cast out, never to enjoy the blessings and rewards of those 

whom Christ accepts into his eternal kingdom. This is the gospel of the kingdom that 
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we are called to proclaim: the king is coming to take his throne, repent and prepare 

the way of the Lord, for all whom he finds in rebellion against him when he comes 

will be cast into the outer darkness forever.

God loves the world that he has made. He loves us, the stewards that he created to 

care for his world on his behalf, to explore it, to develop it, to cherish and enhance it  

to show forth his glory through what he made possible in his world. But we have not 

done that. Instead, we have cast off all allegiance to the owner and have treated this 

world as though it was our personal property. We have done terrible things in this 

world, to each other, to the creatures God called us to care for and protect, and even to 

ourselves. But Christ the King came to save his rebellious subjects from the fate that 

awaits  them when the kingdom of God is  re-established in full  power and might. 

What have we done with our rightful king, who came riding on a donkey: the servant, 

not the master or the conquering hero? We have spurned him, despised his claim to 

kingship, and have firmly given our allegiance to Caesar.

“We have no king but Caesar!” This from God’s own people! But are we any better? 

What kings do we serve in our lives today? Are we committed solely to Christ as the 

one rightful sovereign over us? Or do we seek to have other kings, other lords, other  

gods, not necessarily instead of Christ the King, but even alongside of him. Yes, we 

profess to serve Christ when gathered together in Sunday worship. But whom do we 

serve during the week?

The rule of Christ is not limited in any way. All authority in heaven and on earth is 

given to  him.  We cannot recognise anyone else as having any authority  save that 

which Christ the king of the whole creation grants to them as his servants. And who 

are his servants in creation? Well for one, the government is a servant of God. Paul 

even goes so far as to describe the government officials as “deacons,” the same term 

he uses for the officers of the church. Thus he says, this is why you pay taxes, because 

the government authorities are God’s “deacons,” appointed to the task of governing as 

God’s servants. But are they really God’s servants if they do not acknowledge God 

and recognise that they have their office entrusted to them by God? Yes, they are, 

even  though  they  may  be  in  rebellion  against  God.  They  remain  his  servants 

nevertheless.  But  because  they  are  God’s  servants,  called  to  govern  under  his 

authority alone, they will be held accountable at that great day when Christ takes his 

throne and all nations are gathered before him for judgement.

Likewise, every human being carries out the tasks they have been given not on their 

own account, not because other people have called them to do so, but because God 

calls all of us as his stewards to care for the creation, to look after it, to develop it and 
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explore it, so that his glory may be seen in and through it and what we have made of 

it. None of our tasks, none of our activities, whatever they are, education, sport, the 

arts, housekeeping, repairing motor vehicles, horticulture, caring for the sick and the 

elderly, mowing the grass and weeding the vegetables,  all human activities are part of 

our  task  of  caring  for  the  creation  as  stewards  of  God,  receiving  the  calling  and 

authority to do so from Christ, the king of all creation. Do we acknowledge and serve 

that King as he deserves, in those daily tasks, or do we have another king? Do we in 

actual fact, serve Caesar rather than Christ, being blind to the fact that all we do, all 

that we are, everything that we touch, is contaminated by our sin and rebellion against 

our rightful Lord, but just as much redeemed and renewed by him in grace wherever 

we turn from our rebellion to worship him and serve him in all that we do. 

From Palm Sunday we look forward to Easter Sunday when new life became possible 

for the entire creation, through the work of the Holy Spirit in raising Christ from the 

dead, and the king ascended to take his throne. 

This is our God, the servant king, let us worship and adore him, and commit ourselves 

wholeheartedly to him, giving allegiance to no other, even as we commemorate his 

rejection and cruel death at the hands of those he came to save.
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