
The Triumph of the King 3

Isaiah 26:16-21, Revelation 12:1-17, Matthew 24:28-51

The repeated advice in Scripture is that all those who love and trust God will come 

into conflict with those who are still in rebellion against God. The conflict of God’s 

people with God’s enemies will not die down or cease, but will continue and indeed 

increase more and more as the time of the end approaches. We are not to give up, or 

reduce the effort we put into combatting spiritual wickedness, but rather to maintain 

and increase our vigilance as the day of the Lord’s return grows nearer. The battle will 

not end until the Lord returns in his glory to defeat all his enemies, and to bring relief 

and deliverance to his people. In the meantime, we are to remain alert, aware of the 

spiritual decline all around us, and the many temptations to weaken in the face of 

error and delusion all around us. 

In this passage from Revelation 12 we read that the great dragon, the ancient serpent, 

Satan himself, was defeated and cast out of heaven by Michael and his angels. The 

dragon, once one of God’s noble angels, fell into sin and rebelled against God. He 

sought to destroy the Son whom God had sent to redeem humankind. But instead of 

being able to destroy the Son, who was taken up into heaven to reign with God, the 

dragon was himself attacked. There was as a result warfare in heaven! But the dragon 

was defeated by Michael and his angels, and also by those who held to the testimony 

of Jesus, who did not shrink away from the risk of death in standing up for their faith. 

Those who trust in Christ should rejoice that the serpent has been defeated, but those 

who  do  not  believe  should  be  afraid  as  the  dragon  turns  against  those  who  are 

vulnerable: those who do not have the protection of God as they are still in rebellion 

against him. The dragon was cast down on the earth, along with the other rebellious 

angels who supported him, where he leads the whole world astray. The dragon also 

will make war against those who believe in Jesus who are still alive on the earth, but 

while they may lose their lives as a result of their testimony, they are safe in God’s 

hands and will inherit eternal life in the resurrection for the age to come. 

Isaiah  also speaks  of  the resurrection  of  the dead,  one of  the few Old Testament 

passages to speak of this explicitly. Similar views are expressed in Job 14 and Daniel 

12. The resurrection is spoken of in association with the coming judgement of God, 
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when he comes to punish the people of the earth for their sins, and those who have 

been killed will no longer be concealed. Then all the blood shed on the earth will be  

made known. Thus we find that God will bring justice for all those who have been 

persecuted, injured, and killed by the wicked. Those who have been hostile to God 

and violent towards their fellow human beings will be punished for their sins. The 

righteous, however, will be raised to new life to share the blessings of the kingdom of 

God on the new earth, something described in lavish detail in Isaiah 65 and 66.

Behold, I will create new heavens and a new earth. 

          The former things will not be remembered, nor will they come to mind…

They will build houses and dwell in them;

they will plant vineyards and eat their fruit…

The wolf and the lamb will feed together,

and the lion will eat straw like the ox, but dust will be the serpent’s food…

See, the Lord is coming with fire, 

and his chariots are like a whirlwind;

He will bring down his anger with fury, 

and his rebuke with flames of fire.

For with fire and with his sword,

the Lord will execute judgement upon all men

and many will be those slain by the Lord.

Thus the coming of the Lord brings both blessing and peace to the righteous, and 

judgement and death to the wicked who persist in their rebellion against him. There is 

no way that we can separate these as though there were some conflict between them. 

Many have tried to contrast the vengeful God of the Old Testament with the forgiving 

God of the New Testament, but this is one of those delusive conceptions that simply 

undermine the faith of the people of God. There is no forgiveness without justice, and 

there is no peace without the defeat and destruction of those who bring warfare. In 

both the Old and the New Testaments we read of the forgiveness of God for those who 

have sinned against him, who heed his call to repent and place their faith and trust in 

him instead of the god-substitutes they were following previously. Both the Old and 

the New Testaments speak to us of the judgement of God against all those who refuse 

to repent and who instead persist in their rebellion, their worship of false gods, their 
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violence and cruelty against others, especially those who follow the paths that God 

has appointed for us to follow.

There is  no avoiding the theme of the wrath of  God bringing punishment  on the 

wicked. This is not popular today, but nevertheless remains an integral part of Biblical 

faith. In Matthew 24, we also read of the coming of Christ to punish wickedness and 

avenge himself  on all  who have persecuted his  people.  Here again  we have both 

themes together, inseparable, correlated with each other, one implying the other at 

every point. God will reward the faithful and punish the wicked. He will rescue the 

righteous from those who are hostile towards them, but there will be no escape for 

obdurate sinners. Thus when Christ will appear in his glory, along with him will come 

the angels who will  gather together the elect,  those who have faith in Christ.  The 

angels are the servants of God, sent to minister to those who are the heirs of salvation. 

They will fight on behalf of those who love and trust God, and will defend and protect 

them  from  the  violence  and  anger  of  the  wicked.  The  angels  then,  are  not  the 

sentimental romanticised creatures we see adorning the kitsch items on sale in the 

shops, but are instead fierce warriors, engaged in a battle with their fellow angels who 

have turned against God and his kingdom. The Scriptures repeatedly speak of the 

battle of the angels, and how the faithful angels resist the fallen angels who are in 

rebellion. 

After  all,  in  the  passage  from  Revelation 12 it  says:  “And there  was  warfare in  

heaven…” Most people think of heaven as a place of peace and tranquillity, and to 

suggest that the spiritual warfare in which we are engaged extends even into heaven is 

a rather foreign concept! But the book of Job begins with Satan entering into heaven 

to accuse Job before God, to denigrate and belittle him. In other passages, Satan is 

described as the one who accuses the believers day and night, but Jesus stands as our 

intercessor offering himself and his sacrifice as an effective defence in our behalf. In 

Isaiah we read of the king of Babylon asserting himself against God, saying:

I will ascend to heaven;

I will raise my throne above the stars of God.

I will sit enthroned on the mount of assembly,

on the utmost heights of the sacred mountain.

I will ascend above the tops of the clouds,
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I will make myself like the Most High.

We also read in Genesis of the people who sought to build a tower with its top in the 

heavens, who were scattered by God as a punishment for their arrogance and pride. 

Similarly, elsewhere those who sought to rebel against God thought they could assault 

heaven itself by building towers and walled cities. All such arrogance is punished, and 

while humans are unable to actually take their battle to heaven, the fallen angels have 

no such limitations.

These  angels  are  engaged  in  conflict  with  the  forces  of  wickedness  even  in  the 

heavenly courts. Hence God declares that after the defeat of all those who oppose 

him, both the heavens and the earth will be made clean and new, and brought together 

as one again. No longer will they be divided as separate realms as they are now on 

account of our sin, but there will be new heavens and a new earth,  and God will 

descend from heaven to dwell with us. In other words, heaven and earth will become 

one realm again. All those who are raised to eternal life through their faith in Christ 

will have full access to both. At that time, when we are raised from the dead, we will 

keep company with angels without there being anything remarkable about this at all. 

But at the moment, we do not normally associate with angels in this way. In fact, our 

relationships with the angels of God are rather strained, to say the least. One of the 

persisting themes in the Scriptures is the response people have when they are visited 

by an angel. You get the impression that if one of the new age sentimentalised angels 

paid a visit, your response would be, “How sweet! Let’s go into the garden and gather 

daisies to make a daisy chain!!” After all,  that seems to be one of the major pre-

occupations of these angels in the pictures we see. But we read of no such responses 

in the Scriptures when angels drop in. The normal human response to such a visitation 

is sheer terror! It is hardly something you would look forward to; rather, most people 

would seem to prefer to avoid angels completely! Have you never wondered why in 

almost every instance when an angel visits someone, the first things they say, the first 

things they need to say if they are going to get a chance to say anything more, is 

“Don’t be afraid! Fear not!” I would assume that there is a reason for this, and it is 

probably because the angels have got used to the fact that every time they put in an 

appearance, the person they visit comes to the verge of a major heart attack! So then, 

we have a great company of warrior angels on our side, warriors who strike fear into 
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the hearts of those to whom they appear, even if they are on a mission to help them 

and  not  to  punish  them!  Imagine  then  the  apprehension,  the  fear,  the  sheer 

unadulterated, gut-loosening terror of those whom the angels come to punish! Surely 

an appreciation of what the Scriptures have to say about this would put an end to the 

sentimental nonsense about  angels we are barraged with these days.  Angels  come 

literally to put the fear of God into people!

But even more petrifying than the armies of terrifying warrior angels is the one whom 

they follow when they come to execute judgement on the earth: Jesus himself. As 

Isaiah says, “many will be those slain by the Lord.” In Matthew it says that the master 

will deal with his disobedient and slothful servants by “cutting him in pieces.” When 

the sign of the Son of Man appears in the sky, Matthew records Jesus as saying, “all  

the nations of the earth will mourn. They will see the Son of Man coming on the  

clouds of the sky, with power and great glory.” And his coming is compared with the 

judgement of Noah - a judgement like the world had never seen before nor since, 

when all living things perished except for the few saved with Noah. Such will be the 

coming of the Son of Man, a coming in power and glory, to bring judgement on all  

those who have persistently, stubbornly, repeatedly rebelled against him. 

Christ will come at a time when he is least expected, so he gives the warning to be 

ready at any time. It is impossible for us to know when he will return, as that is known 

only to the Father. Nobody on earth, nor the angels, nor even the Son of Man himself, 

knows when that day will be. So if anyone claims to be able to predict when Christ 

will return, or claims to have received a revelation about the date, or says that they 

have calculated it from the text of Scripture, you can be sure they are either lying, 

self-deceived, or simply deluded. Nobody knows, not even the Son of Man himself. 

But we can be sure that he will indeed return. The promises of Scripture are there for 

all to see. But it also promises us that the return of Christ will be unexpected. People 

will continue doing all the things they usually do right up to that day. And that is how 

it should be. If we knew when Christ was going to return, how would that change our 

lives? If we knew for certain that it was going to happen at the end of next month, 

what would you do? Would we start to act differently to the way we act now? Would 

we start to share the gospel with others and warn them that Christ was coming and 

that the day of judgement was drawing near? Would we clean up our own lives and 
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stop doing the things that God is displeased with? If this then is the case, why are we 

not doing them now? We don’t know when Christ will return, and it could be at the 

end of next month, at the end of next week, and the end of today. The message then 

which Christ gave to his disciples was: keep watch, because it will happen when you 

least expect it. He gives the example of a burglar who breaks into a house to steal. If 

the homeowner knows when the burglar  plans to  break in,  he can be at  home to 

capture the thief and ensure his house was not broken into. Similarly, if we know 

when Christ plans to return, we can be sure that we are ready by preparing ourselves 

for that time. But we must always be ready, for we do not know what time that will 

be. We cannot simply prepare ourselves for a specific time: we must be ready always. 

Christ  also used the example of two servants who were given charge of the other 

servants of his household while he is away, and told to feed them at the proper times. 

The one whom the master  finds doing what  he was told when he returns  will  be 

commended  and  given  greater  responsibility.  The  other  is  slack  at  his  task,  and 

considers that he has plenty of time to get things in order, so instead spends his time 

eating and drinking, beating the other servants and wasting time and resources. When 

the master  returns unexpectedly,  and finds him behaving irresponsibly,  he will  be 

punished and sent away in remorse and anguish.  The message he was teaching is 

simple: no matter when the Lord returns, if you are found acting responsibly, carrying 

out your duties as expected, then there is nothing to fear, and a reward will follow. If, 

however,  you are irresponsible,  failing to  carry out  your  appointed  tasks,  and are 

wasteful, greedy, and cruel towards others, then you will be caught in the act and can 

expect  only  the  proper  punishment.  This  is  also  the  point  to  be  taken  from the 

comparison with the flood at the time of Noah. People carried on as usual in spite of  

the warnings of punishment to come, and were still eating and drinking, marrying and 

giving in marriage, right up until the rain began to fall. Similarly, when the Son of 

Man returns, there will be two people working in the fields - one will be taken into the 

company of the saints, the other will be left behind. Of two women at work preparing 

meals, one is part of the redeemed people of God, the other is not. 

So then, at the time when Christ returns, the spiritual battle in which we are engaged 

will still be under way. There will be conflict with the wicked, the ungodly, the idol-

worshippers and the heretics, right to the very end, and it will probably increase more 
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and more until that time. There is certainly no room for complacency, no room for the 

soft option, no room for procrastination. Christ will return at a time when we least 

expect it, and we must be found active on the Lord’s business right up until that time. 

The battle will continue without let-up right through to the end, and in fact the time of 

the end will be the biggest and greatest battle of them all. In the book of Revelation 

we read about the conflict between Satan and Michael, and the angels lined up on 

either side with them. “And there was war in heaven…” As a result of being defeated 

by Michael and the angels on his side, Satan has been cast out of heaven, together 

with all his followers, and he is raging through the earth to seek revenge for this 

defeat at the hands of the heavenly army. 

However, we have no need to fear, as Christ the mighty conqueror has defeated Satan 

through his death on the cross. By that death, he submitted himself to the worst that 

the powers of darkness were able to do to him, without succumbing to the temptation 

to use their methods against them. When Christ was put to death, he did not resist, he 

did not fight back, he did not condemn those who were nailing him to the cross, but 

instead he allowed himself to be killed, and in the process, forgave those who were 

doing this dreadful thing. He surrendered himself totally to God, trusting in God to 

save him, and believing to the end that he would be vindicated. And indeed he was 

vindicated,  and  declared  by  God  to  be  both  Lord  and  Christ,  the  expected  and 

promised Messiah who would save the world, by raising him bodily from the dead on 

the third day after his crucifixion. Raising Christ from the dead conferred on all that 

he had said and done the stamp of divine approval. God accepted his self-sacrifice as 

an atonement for sin. He thereby confirmed in front of all the angels and demons, the 

principalities, the powers, the archangels and the archfiends, that what Christ had said 

and done accomplished all that God had intended him to accomplish.

Christ has now been exalted on high to the right hand of God, and through being 

seated  next  to  God  in  the  highest  heaven,  he  has  been  given  authority  over  all 

creation. He is now ruler over all nations and kingdoms, all people and all creatures,  

regardless of  what  they are or where they may be.  He is  also declared to  be the 

rightful king over all  the powers of darkness,  who refuse to accept  his  legitimate 

authority, and who are still in rebellion against him. However that may be, Christ is 

king nevertheless, and he will on his return destroy those subjects of his who refuse to 
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acknowledge his rule, and after they have been defeated,  every knee shall bow and 

every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord. In Philippians we read:

Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: 

  Who, being in very nature God, 

did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, 

but made himself nothing, 

taking the very nature of a servant, 

being made in human likeness. 

And being found in appearance as a man, 

he humbled himself 

and became obedient to death-- 

even death on a cross! 

Therefore God exalted him to the highest place 

and gave him the name that is above every name, 

that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 

in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 

and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

to the glory of God the Father. 

Thus  we  see  how  the  incarnation  of  Christ,  his  life  of  obedience  to  God,  his 

willingness to suffer and die on the cross, won the victory for God over all the powers 

of darkness and rebellion. This is the climax of God’s battle with sin and evil: he gave 

his own son as a sacrifice to defeat these dark powers at their very strongest point. He 

defeated them through submitting to death, the greatest power which the forces of 

darkness had over all humankind. By dying in their stead, as an atonement for sin and 

for sinners, Christ enabled all those who trust in him to be delivered from the power 

of death. Through being raised from the dead, he was vindicated by God and declared 

before all the powers to be both Lord and Christ. Through his resurrection, we too can 

be delivered from death to share in the eternal kingdom of God after the final defeat 

of all who continue to rebel against him. All the enemies of God, whether they be 

human or angel, will be destroyed by the power and glory of Christ when he returns to 

take his throne and to begin his undisputed rule over all creation.
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Let us then with confidence entrust ourselves to God, whose power is able to protect 

us from all the powers of darkness; who has won the decisive victory in the death and 

resurrection of his Son, and who will bring all things to a conclusion in the age to 

come when death and evil will be done away. After that glorious day, when all will be 

raised  to  life  again,  the  wicked  judged  and  condemned  to  destruction  in  outer 

darkness, and the righteous welcomed into the eternal kingdom of light, there will be 

no more suffering, no more pain, no more sickness, disability, or sorrow. All tears will 

be wiped away, and God himself will dwell with us in the earth made new forever. 

Trust then in God, resist the devil, commit yourselves in faith to Christ, and he will 

save us and keep us in his grace until the time when he comes to take his throne. 

© Chris Gousmett 2015 9


