
The Coming of the Kingdom of God

Brothers and sisters in Christ,

In Luke, we read the story of the two disciples on the road to Emmaus, who 

spoke to the risen Lord, still unrecognised by them, of their disappointment 

that everything had come to an end with the crucifixion of Jesus. But Jesus 

said to them, “How foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that  

the prophets have spoken. Did not the Messiah have to suffer these things  

and then enter his glory?” And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he  

explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself. So 

the disciples were instructed by Jesus himself as to what the Scriptures had 

said about him in the Law of Moses, in the Prophets and in the Psalms. So 

what  Jesus  was  doing  in  that  period  was  explaining  to  the  disciples  the 

significance of the Scriptures, what we call the Old Testament, so that they 

would now see all things through eyes given new sight in Christ. Jesus did not 

simply explain to them the prophecies about himself, but he explained how 

the whole of the Scriptures pointed towards his coming, and thereby to the 

new covenant which God would make with his people. We too must learn how 

to read the Old Testament with Christian eyes. One of the central themes of 

the Old Testament is the kingdom of God.

The Gospels  tell  us  that  when Jesus began to  preach,  his  message was 

simple: “Repent, for the kingdom of God is near.” The message of Jesus was 

focused on the coming of the kingdom of God, and the gospels present Jesus 

not as the one who saves us from sin, not as the one who works miracles of 

healing, but as the King sent by God to reclaim his kingdom. His miracles and 

his teaching were to point to and to demonstrate the kingdom. What is the 

kingdom of God? What was it that Jesus sought to establish? The kingdom of 

God was not a new concept for those who heard him. When Jesus began to 

preach the good news that in him the Kingdom had arrived, he did not explain 

himself at all. He assumed that those to whom he spoke would understand 

what  the  kingdom  of  God  was  all  about.  True,  they  misunderstood  its 

character  and the  way in  which  it  would  be  manifested,  but  they had no 
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misunderstanding of what the kingdom of God meant. For example, Psalm 47 

is a celebration of the kingly rule of God.

Clap your hands, all you nations, shout to God with cries of joy.

How awesome is the Lord most high, the great king over all the earth!

He subdued nations under us, peoples under our feet.

He chose our inheritance for us, the pride of Jacob, whom he loved.

God has ascended amid shouts of joy,

The Lord amid the sounding of trumpets.

Sing praises to God, sing praises;

Sing praises to our King, sing praises.

For God is the King of all the earth; sing to him a psalm of praise.

God reigns over the nations; God is seated on his holy throne.

The  nobles  of  the  nations  assemble  as  the  people  of  the  God  of  
Abraham,

for the kings of the earth belong to God, he is greatly exalted.

It is hard to get much clearer than that! God rules over the whole earth, he is 

the great king seated on his throne with all the nations before him. Or again, 

Psalm 24:7-10.

Lift up your heads, O you gates, be lifted up, you ancient doors,

That the king of glory may come in.

Who is this king of glory? 

The Lord strong and mighty, the Lord, mighty in battle.

Lift up your heads, O you gates, lift them up, you ancient doors,

That the king of glory may come in.

Who is he, this king of glory?

The Lord almighty, he is the king of glory.

One more of the many passages from the Psalms, Psalm 145:1-2, 10-13.
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I will exalt you, my God the king; I will praise your name for ever and  
ever.

Every day I will praise you, and extol your name for ever and ever.

* * *

All you have made will praise you, O Lord, your saints will extol you.

They will tell of the glory of your kingdom, and speak of your might,

so that all men may know of your mighty acts,

and the glorious splendour of your kingdom.

Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom 

and your dominion endures throughout all generations.

We find more about the kingdom of God in the prophets, and other passages 

in the Old Testament. So when Jesus came preaching that the kingdom of 

God was at  hand,  the Jews didn’t  ask him, what  is  this kingdom you are 

talking  about?  They  either  believed  and  repented,  or  scoffed  at  him,  not 

because they didn’t believe in the kingdom of God, but because they could 

see no sign of the imminence of the kingdom of God. After all, the Romans 

were still in control, Herod the Idumean was still on the throne, and there was 

no hint of any change. So what was this fellow ranting about? The signs of the 

coming of the kingdom are nowhere to be seen. But that is where they were 

wrong, not because they did not believe that there was a kingdom of God, but 

because they had misunderstood what that kingdom was all about, and so the 

signs  of  the  kingdom did  not  convince  them at  all  -  they  expected  quite 

different  signs than the  ones Jesus gave them.  But  the  fact  remains,  the 

kingdom of God was not a new idea to them; they simply misunderstood what 

it would be like.

So then, what is the kingdom of God? Simply put, the kingdom of God is the 

righteous and just rule of the Creator over all that he has brought into being. 

To understand the kingdom of God we need to be clear about the Biblical 

teaching concerning the creation. The Old Testament introduces the whole 

story of redemption by proclaiming the creation as God’s handiwork. All that 

exists was brought into being by God, and as their creator, he has the right of 
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absolute rule over them. There is nothing that exists that falls outside the rule 

of God, for there is nothing which God has not brought into being. We might  

think that we have invented or designed or built many things, which we have 

brought  into  being,  not  God.  We  have  wonders  of  technology,  medical 

marvels,  democratic  political  systems,  prestigious  educational  institutions, 

extensive transportation networks, communications systems, computers, and 

many more things that human beings have devised and built.  But none of 

these  things  could  exist  if  God  had  not  provided  for  the  possibility,  the 

opportunities,  the  very  laws  and  means  by  which  they  function!  There  is 

nothing that  exists  that God has not created, even though we have made 

something of that creation through our abilities and skills. But where did those 

abilities and skills come from? Not from ourselves - we cannot decide we are 

going to be gifted at anything. Not from our genes, not from our parents, not 

from nature. All our abilities and skills come from God, and he has enabled us 

to develop all these marvellous things. Why have we done this? Because God 

has called us and commissioned us to do so. 

God's intention in creating this earth was to see it developed and its potential 

unfolded by the human beings he formed to serve him as his caretakers and 

stewards. Every human being carries out the tasks they have been given not 

on their own account, not because other people have called them to do so, 

but because God calls all of us as his stewards to care for the creation, to look 

after it,  to develop it  and explore it,  so that his glory may be seen in and 

through it and what we have made of it. All of our tasks, all of our activities,  

whatever they are, education, sport, the arts, housekeeping, repairing motor 

vehicles, horticulture, caring for the sick and the elderly, mowing the grass 

and weeding the vegetables, all human activities are part of our task of caring 

for the creation as stewards of God, receiving the calling and authority to do 

so from Christ, the king of all creation. 

The  doctrine  of  creation  is  not  something  that  simply  hangs  in  the 

background, but is the basis and context in which God is carrying out his work 

of redemption. Why is this? It  is because redemption is introduced  for the 

sake of  creation.  Why is  God redeeming the creation? Because we who 
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were created as the stewards of God’s creation have rebelled against  our 

sovereign Lord and chosen instead to serve ourselves and the imitation gods 

we  invent.  The  consequences  of  this  rebellion  extend  as  far  as  human 

influence can reach. Every part of the creation we touch bears the marring of  

human rebellion, and because the whole earth lies under our power, there are 

no limits to the dire effects of our sin. 

Whether we like it or not, we remain the stewards of God’s creation. He has 

not replaced us with any other stewards after we broke covenant with God. 

But instead of caring for the creation as God intended us to do, we have gone 

our own way, despoiling, consuming, polluting, exhausting all that we can get 

our  hands on.  We use the  powers  which  God gave us  for  caring  for  the 

creation  for  his  glory,  not  as  God  intended,  but  in  whatever  ways  our 

rebellious hearts devise. But God loved his creation so much that he did not 

leave it victim to his rebellious and disobedient human stewards. Nor did he 

leave us,  who spurned our  very maker,  to  go our  own way.  Instead,  God 

instituted the most costly plan of redemption that could be devised: he himself 

took on humanity with the express intention of dying in our place. He who was 

the king of all creation came to die at the hands of his subjects, put to death in 

mockery and derision as “the king of the Jews,” even though he was not their 

king only, but the king of the whole world.

Having spent his years of ministry proclaiming that in him the kingdom of God 

was being restored, with the rightful king again being given the obedience he 

was due by his subjects, this king entered Jerusalem not to take the seat of 

government; not to receive proper respect and honour as the one who alone 

is  entitled  to  rule  in  Israel  and  in  every  other  land,  but  to  the  shouts  of 

adulation from a crowd that was as fickle as it was enthusiastic. This crowd 

that greeted his arrival in Jerusalem with cries of “Hosanna,” recognised in 

some limited way that he was a claimant to the throne of David, and John’s 

Gospel even reports that the crowd shouted, “Blessed is the King of Israel.” 

But it was only a short time later that the same crowd came before Pilate and 

insisted  that  they  had  “no  king  but  Caesar.”  Such  is  the  fickleness  of 
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humankind. What courage, what determination, what committment can this 

be, which changes its kings so lightly and so often! 

Yet this is the path that God chose for himself in order to win back to his 

allegiance the very ones who had spurned him for so long. In order to save us 

from death, the cessation of fellowship with God, he came to die instead so 

that we, and thus all the creation under our care, might be delivered from the  

power of death which power comes from sin. Jesus is the Creator God, come 

in the flesh to redeem his fallen creation. He came to win back we who had 

turned away from him, and to restore to its true character all that which has 

been corrupted by us and through us and because of us. Jesus did not die to 

save only human beings from their  sin;  he died so that  all  that  had been 

affected by sin could be restored. The creation itself is redeemed in Christ.  

Nothing that God made has been abandoned so that sin could have its awful  

sway. The death of Christ brought renewal to the entire creation. 

Christians often have the idea that after the return of Christ, the world will be 

destroyed by fire and all that currently exists will be burnt up. What point is 

there then in getting involved in caring for the environment, or preserving our 

historical buildings, or putting effort into politics, or research, or development 

of new technology? Isn’t this all a waste of time if Christ is to return soon? 

Won’t all these things which we are putting our efforts into be destroyed? The 

only problem is, this is not a Biblical perspective. Not only will the earth not be 

destroyed, it will in fact be enhanced and glorified to make it fit for God’s own 

dwelling-place.

It can be seen that the view which expects the earth’s eventual destruction is 

not Biblical, not only because we do not actually live that way in spite of our 

protestations  to  the  contrary,  but  it  also  makes  God into  a  wasteful  God. 

Would you burn down the house because the children had drawn all over the 

wallpaper with crayons, making an awful mess? Well why expect God to be 

any more foolish? God has not abandoned his creation, and this earth which 

we have contaminated by our sin will be purified by fire, not destroyed but 

cleansed, so that all the dross and corruption which we have introduced into 

the creation will be done away with. There is nothing inherent in the creation 
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that makes it unworthy of God, since it is God’s own handiwork. Everything 

that has gone wrong with the creation is the fault of the human creatures God 

has made who have rebelled against their only lawful king. What they have 

done to the creation will be undone, for the redemption of Christ means that 

all the effects of sin can be removed. But if the sin of human beings, which 

has had  such  devastating  results  for  the  earth,  is  taken away,  what  then 

becomes of  the  earth  they were  created  to  care  for?  Our  perspective  on 

redemption usually focuses on our individual salvation, and has little place for 

the earth and non-human creatures. We think that the ultimate end of God's 

plan for redemption is for us to leave this earth and to go to heaven to be with 

God, abandoning the earth to destruction. But what the Scriptures teach is 

nothing like this.

If God was in fact unable to remove the effects of our sin, if we were able to 

so contaminate the creation that it was incapable of being purified, then our 

sin would be stronger than God’s grace, and our rebellion of more effect than 

God’s righteous rule. This is not the case, for when the final victory is won, we 

will see Jesus Christ with all his enemies placed under his feet. There will be 

nothing left  that  is  not  subject  to  him, whether  or  not  they persist  in  their 

rebellion. Those who are found still to be in rebellion against the king at the 

final judgement will be punished, and the rebellion will come to an end. Those 

who dare to fight against God will lose. Read what the Scriptures say about 

this in Psalm 2:

Why do the nations conspire and the peoples plot in vain?

The kings of the earth take their stand, 

and  the  rulers  gather  together  against  the  Lord  and  against  his  
anointed One.

“Let us break their chains,” they say, “and throw off their fetters.”

The One enthroned in heaven laughs;

The Lord scoffs at them.

Then he  rebukes  them in  is  anger  and  terrifies  them in  his  wrath,  
saying,
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“I have installed my King on Zion, my holy hill.”

God will have all the glory, and his enemies will be defeated. The effects of 

their rebellion will be done away with, when the earth, God’s good creation 

which he loves, will be purged with fire and made new and clean. God is not a 

petulant father who burns down the house he has built because the children 

have messed it up. Instead, like a loving father, he sets about cleaning up the 

mess and making the house habitable again. This creation does not deserve 

to be destroyed, after all, what injury has the creation done to God? Would it 

be  just  of  God  to  destroy  the  innocent  victims  of  our  sin,  while  we  are 

redeemed at  such great cost? In  addition,  the Scriptures promise that  the 

whole creation which lies in bondage will be released from its chains and set 

free in glorious freedom. How can that happen if it is burned up?

We have lost sight of God's intention for this earth, which he created for our 

eternal home. Because of our alienation from God, human beings have also 

been alienated from this earth which he has made. The idea that the earth will  

be destroyed comes not from the Scriptures but from the pagan religions of 

Greece and Rome, shaped by people who were alienated from God and from 

the creation he has made. And as a consequence of failing to grasp a truly 

Biblical  view of life, even Christians are still  also alienated from this earth, 

seeking to have a relationship to God, but not a relationship to the earth which 

he has made for us to dwell in. As a result of our alienation from this world,  

not only do we fail to grasp the significance and worth of our tasks here and 

now,  we  are  also  ready  to  see  the  whole  place  go  up  in  smoke  and  to 

abandon it forever. 

We might think that the Scriptures teach that the world will be burned up. After  

all, isn’t that what it says in 2 Peter 3? But have a closer look at this passage:  

it  speaks  of  the  earth  being  destroyed  and  the  ungodly  being  brought  to 

judgement - when? At the time of Noah, when the world was deluged with 

water and destroyed. But don’t we still live on that same earth? In the same 

way, at the return of Christ, the earth will be engulfed in fire and the earth and 

everything in it will  be - what? Burned up? No, the translation should read 

something like, “laid bare” or “revealed.” There is no basis for saying that the 
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earth will be destroyed by fire and replaced by a new earth. Rather, it will be 

purified by fire, to remove all sin and corruption, and so we look forward to the 

new creation,  the new heaven and earth,  that  is,  the present  heaven and 

earth purified and purged so that nothing of the rebellion and sin we have 

introduced remains. 

God loves the world that he has made; he is not going to wantonly destroy it, 

any more than he is going to destroy us. He loves us, the stewards that he 

created to  care for  his  world  on his  behalf,  to  explore it,  to  develop it,  to 

cherish and enhance it to show forth his glory through what he made possible 

in  his  world.  But  we  have  not  done  that.  Instead,  we  have  cast  off  all 

allegiance to the owner and have treated this  world  as though it  was our  

personal property. We have done terrible things in this world, to each other, to 

the creatures God called us to care for and protect, and even to ourselves. 

But Christ the King came to save his rebellious subjects from the fate that 

awaits them when the kingdom of God is re-established in full  power and 

might.  What  have  we  done  with  our  rightful  king,  who  came  riding  on  a 

donkey:  the  servant,  not  the  master  or  the  conquering  hero?  We  have 

spurned  him,  despised  his  claim  to  kingship,  and  have  firmly  given  our 

allegiance to Caesar. “We have no king but Caesar!” This from God’s own 

people Israel! But are we any better? What kings do we serve in our lives 

today? Are we committed solely to Christ as the one rightful sovereign over 

us?  Or  do  we  seek  to  have  other  kings,  other  lords,  other  gods,  not 

necessarily instead of Christ the King, but even alongside of him. Yes, we 

profess to serve Christ when gathered together in Sunday worship. But whom 

do we serve during the week, after we leave the church building?

The rule of Christ is not limited in any way. All authority in heaven and on 

earth  is  given  to  him.  We  cannot  recognise  anyone  else  as  having  any 

authority save that which Christ the king of the whole creation grants to them 

as  his  servants.  And who are  his  servants  in  creation? Well  for  one,  the 

government is a servant of God. Paul even goes so far as to describe the 

government officials as “deacons,” the same term he uses for the officers of  

the church. Thus he says, this is why you pay taxes, because the government 
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authorities are God’s “deacons,” appointed to the task of governing as God’s 

servants. But are they really God’s servants if they do not acknowledge God 

and recognise that they have their office entrusted to them by God? Yes, they 

are,  even though  they  may  be  in  rebellion  against  God.  They remain  his 

servants nevertheless. But because they are God’s servants, called to govern 

under his authority alone, they will be held accountable at that great day when 

Christ takes his throne and all nations are gathered before him for judgement.

Do we acknowledge and serve that King as he deserves, in those daily tasks, 

or do we have another king? Do we in actual fact, serve Caesar rather than 

Christ, being blind to the fact that all we do, all that we are, everything that we 

touch, is contaminated by our sin and rebellion against our rightful Lord, but 

just as much redeemed and renewed by him in grace wherever we turn from 

our rebellion to worship him and serve him in all that we do? 

What then is the kingdom of God? It is the righteous rule of God over all that  

he has created, his wise and generous care of his creatures whom he loves. 

The kingdom of God encompasses the whole of creation, all that comes from 

the creative hand of God. But those whom God made as his stewards, to 

guard and care for his creation on his behalf, have instead betrayed their trust 

and turned against their  king. They have taken on themselves the right to 

decide what is right and wrong, and have set up for themselves other kings, 

other gods, whom they will  serve instead of the true God. The kingdom of 

God,  the  whole  of  creation  which  is  under  the  rule  of  its  Creator,  never 

diminishes in extent. But the extent of obedience given to God by his subjects 

varies greatly. It is this which the Scriptures speak about when they speak of 

the kingdom of God coming in our midst. It is not the establishment of God’s 

rule over the creation, for that occurred when the creation was brought into 

being.  Rather,  it  is  the  re-establishment  of  God’s  righteous reign  over  his 

rebellious  subjects,  those  who  were  given  charge  of  the  creation  as  his 

stewards. We have not served our legitimate king, but have instead chosen to 

serve other kings in his place. 

Jesus came preaching the kingdom of God. He proclaimed the righteous rule 

of the one true King, and declared that the day of judgement was coming 
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when all who would not bow the knee to that King would be punished for their  

rebellion.  The  only  way  of  escape  from  this  punishment  is  to  repent. 

Therefore, repent, for the kingdom of God is at hand. His righteous rule, his 

legitimate sovereignty over all that exists, is being re-established in the face of 

the continued rebellion of his subjects. Jesus taught his disciples in the days 

following  his  resurrection  all  that  the  Law,  the  Prophets  and  the  Writings 

spoke about him. They needed to see how to read the Old Testament in the 

light of Christ’s coming, in the context of his death and resurrection. This is 

what Jesus taught his disciples in those mysterious forty days. We need not 

speculate about the exact nature of that teaching, since everything they said 

and did later on gave us the essence of what  they were taught  by Jesus 

himself. How do we read the Old Testament as Christians? In the light that the 

New Testament  sheds on it.  Here we have the  essence of  the  matter:  to 

understand the Old Testament we must read the New Testament, and from 

that perspective look back to see how the story of our redemption developed 

through the ages to culminate in Christ. We can read the Old Testament as a 

Christian book, and the New Testament shows us how. All things are to be 

subjected to Christ as King, and it is the coming of the Kingdom of God that 

we see revealed in that story. Let us return to the whole of the Scriptures, to 

see Christ revealed as eternal king in every page, and to him be glory forever.
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